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ce Reader, 


Have <oritten to thee nw 4. 
" bout the Barren Fi g- Tes: ; 
vr how it will fart with-the 
SO Fruitlejs Profe 5 . Man- 
EZT in the vineyard of God. | 


Of what complection thou art, Fe cannot 55 
dee divine; but the parable tells. 
e the Comber-grotad muſe. be cut dren, 


A cumber-ground pff, is is not onde; a | 
provocation to GOD, 42 umb ling bit 18 


to the world; and a blemiſh to religion; 
but a Ie. to hts own foul, T hough hes 
: A: . ry 


®- - 


t + 1 
excellency 1 mount uf to the _ heavens, and 
His bead reach unto the clouds; yet he 
; ſhall periſh: for ever,; like his own dung; 
N they that have ſeen him /foall fog, WW here 
ws he? Fob 20. 6. 92 7 


* 


Noro they tount it ; pleaſure. to riot Tu 
the day- time, 2 Pet. 2.1 3. 14. But what 
will they da when the ax is fetched cut? 


T he tree,, whoſe fruit withereth, is rec- 
| honed a tree without fruit, a tree twice 
dead, and one that muſt be Plucted 72 by 
; the roots, Jude 12. «ct 


O thou be- * 6 0 D. ex- 


pedts fruit, GOD will come W Freie 
oorthy, 55 


My exhortation Wee is to profef 


oh ors, that they look to, it, "that 0 take 15 
beed. 
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BY 5 1 The 8 Fig ine i in the vineyard, 
£- = and the bramble in the ccd, are . . 
= "Me for the * 


- 


* 


Tf thou be profane, do fo likewiſe. For, ; * 5 
i the rig bteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where. == 


2 1 84 


| Prof ſen 7 76 nt 4 covert 3 "Dice en 
the Eye FGO D; nor roi it palliate 


the revengeful n of. his 3 be 
aul cammand ied qut i down en 


The ard RI rate 2 are "the bt 
of places for the upright, but the "worſt 2 in 
the world for the cum def ground; be guet 


be caſe; as Profen, "out, of: the mount” of 


GOD; ci, Ter, cer "the wall of 


* 


the vineyard, 8. to wither ; ; " thence 10 


be gathered and burned.” It had deen bet= \ 


ter for them that they Bud not” knawon the 


Way of righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. To 8 . Aud | 4 
yet if they had not, they had. been. damn- 


ed; but it is better, to go 10 hell without, | 


than in, or from under a-profeſi 97 on: theſe. 3 
Hall receive greater. damnation, N = 
20. 47. a N. 


"= thou be a profeſſor, read all FREY . 


Jeu hs ungodly and ſinners appear: 89 
| A. 95 2535 


—_— 
Cumber-graund, take heed i the the e ax; 5 Bar- 
ren Fi 2g-tree, beware of the fire. 


But I will lep thee no longer out of 
 , the book, CHRIST JESUS, the dreſſer of 
| the vineyard, take care of thee, dig about 
thee, and dung thee, that thou mayſt bear 
fruit ; that when the Lord of the vineyard f 
cometh with his ax to ſeek for fruit, or | 
: pronounce the ſentence of damnatzon on the \ 
A "barren g- tree, thou mayſt eſcape that _ 
Judgment. 7 he cumber-graund muſt ta; 
the wad-pile, and thence to the 5 Fare. x 
aul 


W Date be with all them that love cur 
: Lerd d JESUS i in. ſi . Amen. 
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THE 


BARREN FIG. TREE: 


0 


nee and Do w NEAL of the | "2 
PFruitleſs Profeſſor. % | 


Luke 13. 6,7 * 9. A certain man K s at tree i 
anted i io his vineyard, and he came and fought 
uit thereon, and found none. Then ſaid he 

io the dreffer of his vine yard, Behold theſe three 

* 1 come ſeeking fruit on this fig tree, and 
ud none: cut it down, why cumbereth it the 


| ground? And he anſwering, ſaid, Lord,let it alone 


this year alſo, until {ſhail dig about it, and dung 
it; and if it bear fruit, well, and if not, 3 | 
: after that, thou ſhalt cut n down, | ; 


. T the beginning of this chapter we read 15 
ſome of the Jews came to Jeſus Chriſt, to 


rell him of the cruelty of Pontius Pilate, in ming 4 


ling the blood of the Galileans with their ſacrifices. * 


An heatheniſh and prodigious: act 3 for therein he 


ſhewed, not only his malice againſt the Jewiſh oa- 


tion, but alſo againſt their worſhip. and conſequent-. | 


ly their Cod. An ation, 1 fay, not only beathen- 
ih, but prodigious alſo; for the Lord Jeſus pam - 


phraſing upon this fact of his, 3 che ſens = 
| | | Az ee . 


! 


1 


that without repentance they . all likewiſe pe- 
riſk; likewiſe, that is, by the hand and rage of the 
Roman empire; neither ſhould they be more able 
to avoid the ſtroke, than were thofe eighteen upon 


whom the tower of Siloam fell, and ſſew them, 
Luke, 19. 42, 43. 44. The fulfilling of which pro- 


phecy, for their hardneſs of heart, and impeniten- 
cy, was in the days of Titus, ſon of Veſpaſian, a- 
dout forty. years after the death of Chriſt. Then, 


1 lay, were theſe Jews, and their city, both envi- 


roned round op every fide, wherein both they and 


it, to amazement, were miſerably overthrown. God 

gave them ſword and famine, peſtilence and blood, 

for their outrage againſt the fon of his love. So 

rat came on them'to- the wterimolt, 1 T beſſt· 
lonians 20 16. 1 


which they always had in readineſs agaioſt ſuc 

prophecies and denunciations of judgment; the 
Lord Jeſus preſents them with in this parabley in 
Which he emphatically ſhews them, that their cry 


ny ſtead. As who thould ſay, it may be, you think 
to help yourſelves againſt this my prophecy of your 
utter and unavoidable overthrow, by the intereſt 


certain man had. a fig tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came and fought fruit thereon, and found 
none. This is your caſc, the Jewifn land is God's 


the fig trees- But behold, there wanteth the main 
thing, which is fruit; for the ſake, and in expec- 
tation of which, he ſer this vineyard with trees. 
Now, ſeeing the fruit is not found amonglt you; 


m_ 


1 


Now, to prevent their old and. fooliſh Glee” 


which you have in your outward privileges; but 
all theſe will fail you; for what think you? A 


* 


ol being the temple of the Eord, and of their be- 
ing the children of Abraham, &c. and their being 
the church of God, it would not ſtand them in a- 


_ -viteyard, 1 know it, and I know alſo, that you are 


n fruit, 1 Bay, for the lake ef which he cid at wy. 
| * | EI „ 


3 ; 

plant. this vineyard ; "what remains, but that in 
juſtice, he command, to cut you down, as thoſe 
that cumber the ground, that he may plant himſelf 


another vineyard ? Then, ſaid he to the dreſſer of 


bis vineyard, Behold, theſe three years come ſeek- 


an” 


ing fruit on ttiis fig tree, and find none; cut it 


down, why cumbereth. it the ground ? This there- 


fore muſt be your end, although you are planted in 


the garden of God; for the barrenneſs and un- 
fruitfulneſs of your hearts and lives, you muſt be 


cut off, yea, rooted up. and caſt out of the vine | 


yard. 
In parables there are two clings to be eben no- 
tice of, and to be 833 iato of them that read. 


. Firſt, The 0 made uſe of. 


Secondly; The doctrine, or my ſteries couched 


under ſuch e 


The metaphors in this paddles are; 1. A cer- | 
tain man. 2. A vineyard. 3. A fig tree, barren, 
or fruitleſs. 4. A drefſer. 5. Three years. 6. 


Digging and dunging, &c. | 

The doctrine or myſtery, couches under theſe ' 
words, is to ſhew us, what is like to become of a 
fruitleſs or formal profeſſor. „ 


I. By the man in the parable, Luke 15. It. is 


meant God the father. 
2. By the vine yard, Iſa. 5. 7. bis church. 
3. By the fig tree, a profeſſor. 
4. By the drefler, the Lord Jeſus. 


5 By the fig tree's barrenucls, the koche 8. 
fruitleſneſs. 


6. By the three years, the patience of God that : 


for a time he extendeth to barren profeſſors. 

7. This calling to the dreſſer of the vineyard to 
cut it dowa, is to ſhew the outeries of TIES: — 
gainſt fruitleſs N 1 e 


- and periſh, 


8. The dreſſer's interceeding, is to ſhew, How: 
the Lord Jeſus ſteps in, and takes hold of the head 
of his father's ax, to ſtop, or at leaſt to defer pre · 
ſent execution on a barren fig tre. 
9. The dreſſer's deſire to try to make the fig, 
tree fruitful, is to ſhew you, how ter he is 


arren, 


that ever a barren fig tree ſhould: yet be 

10. His digging about it, and dunging of it, is to 
ſhew his willingneſs to apply goſpel helps to this 
barren profeflor, if happily he may be fruitful. 

Iz. The ſuppoſition that the fig tree may yet 

continue fruitleſs, is to ſhew, that when. Chriſt I- 
ſus hath. done all, there are ſome profeſſors will a- 
dide barren and fruitleſs, fil : 
12. Fhe determination upon this ſappolition, at 
| laſt to cut it down, is a certain prediction of ſuch 
profeſſors unavoidable and eternal damnation. 

But to take this parable into pieces, and to dif- . 
courſe more particularly, though with all brevity, 
upon all the parts thereof, 1 


A certain man had a fig-tree planted im his vine- - 
/ yard, | . 


The man, l told you, is to preſent to us God the 
father, by which ſimilitude he is often ſet out in 
the New Teſtament. 85 | 
Obferve then, that it is no new thing if you find 
in God's church barren fig trees, fruitleſs profeſ- 
fors; even as here you ſee is a tree, a fruitleſs tree, 
a fruitleſs fig-tree in the vineyard. Fruit is not 
ſo eafily brought forth, as a profeſſion is got into; 
tis eaſy for a man to cloath himſelf with a fair 


ſhew in the fleſh, to word it, and ſay, Be thon | 
- _ warmed and filled with the beſt. Tis no hard 


thing to do theſe with other things; but to be 
fruirfal, to bring forth fruit to God, this doth nor 


3 „ 
every tree; no not every fig tree that ſtands in the 
vineyard of God, Thoſe words allo, John 15. 2» 
| Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he tak 


eth away, aſſert the ſame thing. There are branch 9 


es in Chriſt, in Chriſt's body myſtical (which is 
his church, his vineyard) that bear not fruit, where- 
fore the hand of God is to rake them away. 1 


looked tor grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes, 


Ia. 5. 4. That is, no fruit at all that is acceptable 


With God, Agaio, Hof. 10. 1. :irael is an empty 


vine, he bringeth torth fruit unto himſelf, none to 


God, he is without fruit to God. All theſe, with 


many more, ſhew us the truth of the obſervatico, 


and that God's. church may be cumbered with fruits © 2: 


leſs lig trees, with barren profeſſors. 
Had a fig tree. 


* 


Although there be ia God's church that be bar- 
en and fruitleſs; yet, as I ſaid, to ſee to, they 
are like the reſt of the trees, even a fig tree: twas 
not an oak, nor a willow, nor a thorn, nor a bram- 
ble, but a ſig tice, Ezek, 33. 31. They come be- 
tore thee as thy people cometh, la, 58. 2, 3, 4. 
They delight to know my wa;s, as a nation that 
did righteouſneſs, and for ſook not the ordinances of 
their God; they ask of me the ordinances of juſt- 
ice, they take delight in approaching to God; and 
yet but barren, fruitleſs, and unprofitable profeſ- 
tors: Judas alſo was one of the twelve, a diſciple, an 
apoſtle, a preacher, an officer, yea, and ſuch an 
one as none of the eleven miſtrulted, but preferred 
before themſelves, each one crying out, Is it 12 
Is it 1? Mark 14. 19. None of them as we read 
- of, (John 6. 70.) miſtruſting Judas, yet he in 
Chriit's eye, was the barren bg tree, a devil, a 
A Si fruitleſs profeſſor. a The fooliſh vicgins alſo went i 
| | 8 A n 


— 


wy ond 


4 — — 


3 


N 


light, and were awakened with the other; yea, 
had boldneſs to go forth, when the midnight cry 
was made, with the other; and thought that they 
could have looked Chriſt in the face, when he ſat 


upon the throne of judgment. with the other; and 
yet but fooliſh, but Barren fig trees, but fruitleſs 
profeſſors: Matth. 7. 22, 23, Many (ſaith Chriſt) 


will ſay unto me in that day, this and that, and will 
alſo talk of many wonderful works; yet, behold, 
he finds nothing in them, but the fruits of unrigh- 
teoufneſs: they were altogether barren and fruit: 
leſs profeſſors. N ; 


Had a bg tree planted, TR 
This word Planted, doth Us reach far ; it ſap» 


pofeth one taken out of its natural ſoil, or removed 
from the place it grew in once; one that ſeemed: 


to be called, awakened ; and not only ſo but by 


. ſtrong hand; carried from the world to the church; 
from nature to grace; from ſin to godlineſs. Pſal. 


80. 8. Thou broughteſt a vine out of Egypt; thou 
didſt caſt out the heathen, and plant it. Of ſome 


of the branches of this vine, were there unfruitful 


profeſſors, 
lt muſt be concluded therefore, that this profeſ- 


ſeor (that remaineth notwithſtanding fruitleſs) is, 


as to the view and judgment of the church, rightly 


brought in thither; to wit, by confeſſion of faith, 
of ſin, and a ſhew of repentance and regeneration, 
(thus falſe brethren creep in unawares.) All theſe 
_ things this word Planted intimateth.z yea, further, 
that the church is ſatisfied with them, conſents. 
they ſhould abide in the garden, and counteth 
them ſound as the reſt, But before God, in the 
ſight of God, they are. graceleſs profeſſors, barren 
and fruitleſs fg trees. | | | \ 
I.h,herefore it is one thi 


pg to be in the church, or 


n — 


— 5 


[ 
| 
! 
i 
| 
| 


1 


. in a profeſſion; and another to be of the church, 1 


; of b 


; * N 5 
: 8 
1 | 


and to belong to that kingdom, that is prepared for 


the ſaint; that is ſo indeed Otherwiſe, being 


planted; ſhall ir proſper ? Shall it not utterly wither, 
when the eaſt wind toucheth it? It ſhall wither ia 
the furrows where it grew, Ezek. 17. 10 


= Had a fig tree planted in His vine yard. 


la His vineyard, Hypocrites, with rotten hearts, 
are not afraid to come before God in Zion, Theſe. 
words therefore ſuggeſt unto us, a prodigious kind 
oldneſs, and hardned fearleſſneſs. For what 
waſumption higher, and what attempt more deſpe-, 


fate, Wan for a man that wanteth grace, and the 
Yerue knowledge of God, to croud himſelf in that 


.*Sondition, to the houſe or church of God; or to 
make profeſſion of, and deſire that the name of God 
thould be called upon by him. | 
For the man that maketh a profeſſion of the reli- 
gion of Jeſus Chrilt, that man hath, as it were, put 
the name of God upon himſelf, and is called and 
reckoned now (how fruitleſs ſo ever before God or 
men) the man that hath to do with God, the man 
that God owneth, and will ſtand for. This man, 
I ſay, by his profeſhon ſuggelteth this to all that _ 
know him, to be ſuch a profeſſor. Men merely _ 
natural, I mean men that have not got the deviliſh 
art of: hypocriſy, are afraid to think of doing this, 
And of the reſt durſt no man join himſelf to them, 
but the people magnified them, Acts 5, 13. And* 
indeed it diſpleafeth God; they have brought, ſanth _ 
he, men uncircumciſed into my ſanctuary. And 
again, Iſa. x. 12. When you come to appear be- 
fore me, who hath required this at your hand, to 
tread my courts? ſaith God. They have there- 
fore learned this boldneſs of none in the viſible 

world, they only took it of the devil; for he, and 


AM 


= 
3 


6 14) 

he only (with theſe his diſciples) attempt to preſent 
themſelves in the chuich before God. The tears 
are the children of the wicked one: the tears, that 
rs, the hypocrites that ate ſatan's brood, the gene- 
ration of vipers, that cannot eſcape the damnation 
of hell. . 


Had a fg tree planted in his vineyard. 


Fe doth not ſay, He planthd a fig tree, but there 
was a fig tree there; he had, or found a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard. 


The preat God will not acknowledge the bar- 
ren fig tree, or barren profeſſor, to be his work- 


manſtip. or a tree of his bringing in; only the 


text faith, he had one there This is much like 
that in Matthew, chap. 15. v. 13. Every plant 
which my heavenly father hath not planted, ſhalt 
de rooted up. Here again are plants in his vine- 
yard, which God. will not acknowledge be of his 
planting ; and he ſeems to ſuggeſt, that in his vine» 
yard are many ſuch ; — Every plant, or all thole 
plants and profeſſors that are got into the aſſembly 
of the ſaints, or into the proteſſion of their religi- 
on, without God and his grace, ſhall be root- 
ed up- %%%ͤ 
and when the king came io to ſee the gueſts, he 


faw there a man that had not on @ wedding gar- 


ment; and be faid unto him, Friend, how cameſt 
thou in hither, not having on a wedding garment 2. 
Matth. 22. 11, 12. Here is one ſo cunning and 

rafty, that he beguiled all the gueſts; he got and 
Coe in the church, even until the king himſelf 
came in to ſee the gueſts: but this ſubtility got him 
nothing; it did not blind the eyes of the king; it 
did not pervert the judgment of the righteous; 
Friend, how cameſt thou in hither ? did overtake 
8. laſt, even a public rejection, the king diſ- 


„ 
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a 


i r I 
eovered him in the face of all there preſent : Hows 
cameſt thou in hither ? my father did not bring thee 
hither, I did not bring thee hither, my ſpirit did 
not bring thee hither, thou art not of the heavenly 
father's planting, Poe Oo oa Cee 

John 10. 1. He that cometh. not in by the door, 
but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is a thief 
and a robber. Fhis text allo is tull, and plain to 
our purpoſe ; for this man came not in by the door, 
yet got into the church; he got in by climbing, he 
broke in at the windows, he got ſomething of tge 
light and glory of the goſpel of our Lord Jelus  Þ 
Chrilt in his head; and io (hardy wretch that 2 
was) he preſumed to croud himſelf among the chil- 
dren : but how is this reſented ? what ſaith the 
king of him? why this is his ſign, the ſame is a 
thief and a robber. See ye here allo, if all fuck 
be owned as the planting of God, that get into his 
church, or a proteſhon ot his name. . ; 
Had a fig-tree, had one without a wedding-par= - 
ment; had a thief in his garden, ax his wedding, 
in his houle: theſe climbed up ſome other way. 
There are many ways to get into the church of 
God, and profethon ot his name beſide, and without 
an entring dy the door. e 
1. There is the way of lying and diſſembling, 
and at this gap the Gibtonites got in; Joſh, 97. 
3, 4. KM. 8 Fa. 4 5 i 
2. There is ſometimes falſeneſs amongſt ſome 
Paltors, either for the ſake of carnal relations, or 
the like ; at this hole Tobiah, the enemy of God, 
got in, Nehem. 13. 4, 5-6. _ „ 
3. There is ſometimes negligence, and too much 
uncircumſpectneſs in the whole church; thus the 
uncircumciſed got in, Ezek. 44. 7, 9. — — =—_ 
4. Sometimes again, let the church be never ſo 

citcumſpect, yet theſe have ſo much help from the 4 

devil, that they beguil theme all, and ſo get in. 


* 


. on a AS 
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Theſt are of that = of thieves that paul com 
plains of, falſe brethren brought in unawares, Gal. 
2. 3, 4. Jude alſo cries out of theſe, certain men 
crept in una wares, Jude 4, crept in! What, were 
they ſo lowly? a voluntary humility, (Col. 2. 22,. 
23.) a neglecting ol the body, not in any humour. 
O how ſeemingly ſelf denying are ſome of theſe 
creeping things, that are yet to be held (as we 
ſhall . is an abomination to Iſrael, Lev. 
II, 

2 1 in a great houſe, there are not only, veſſels. 
of gold, and of filver ; but alſo of. wood, and of- 
earth; and ſome to honour, and ſome to diſhongur, 


\ 


2 Tim. 2. 20. By theſe words the apoſile ſeems. 


to take it for granted, that as there hath been, ſo. 
there ſtill wil be theſe kind of fig trees, theſe bar- 
rea profeſſors in the houſe, when all.inen have done 
what they can, even as in a great houſe there are. 


always veſſels to diſhonour, as well as thoſe to hon- 


cur and glory; veſſels of wood and of carth, as 


well as of filver and gold: ſo then there mult be. 
” . wooden profeſſors in the garden of God, there mult. 
be carthly, carthen profeſſors in this, vineyard : but 


that, methinks, is the biting word, and ſome to diſ- 
honour ; that, to the Romans is dreadful, Rom. 9. 
$3, 12. 'but this ſeems to go beyond it; that ſpeaks 
but of the reprobate in general, but this 25 ſach. 


and ſuch, in particular: that ſpeaks of their hard- 


- nog but in the common way; but this, that they 
muſt be ſuffered to creep into the church; there 
10 fit. themſelves for their place, their own place, 
Acts. 1. 25 the place prepared for them of this ſort 
only; as the Lord Jeſus ſaid once of the Phariſees, 
theſe ſhall reccive the greater ' damnation, Lake, 


£2. 20, 47+ 


| Barren fig tree, fruitleſs profeſſor, haſt thou bead | 
a theſe things? Haſt thou conſidered that this 


ig tree is not acknowledged of God t to be his, but 


7 | ” Wo Sg 
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is denied to be of bis planting, and of his bringing 
unto his wedding? doſt not thou ſeę that thou art 


called a thief, anda robber, hat haſt either climbe. 


ed up to, or, crept in at another place than the 
door? doſt thou not hear, that there will be in 
God's houſe wooden and earthly profeſſors, and 


I . 


that no place will ſerve to fit thoſe for hell, but 


the houſe, church, the vineyard of God? barren 
lig tice ! fruitleſs Chriſtian! do not thine ears tingle 2 


831 
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When a man hath got a profeſſion, and is eroud- 


ed into the church and houſe of God; the queſtion 


is not now, has he life? hath he right principle? , | 
but hath he fruit? he came ſecking fruit thereon. It ©? 
matters not who brought thee in hither, whether 

God or the devil, or thine own vain- glorious heart: 


but haſt thou fruit? doſt thou bring forth fruit un- 


to God? And let every one that nameth the name 2 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 2 


Tim. 2. 19. he doth not ſay, and let every one 


that Hath grace, or let thoſe that have the ſpirit of 


God; but let every one that nameth the name of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depart from iniquity... 


What do mea meddle with religion for? why do. | 
they call themſelves by the name ofthe Lord Jeſas, 


if they have not the grace of God, if they have nor 


the ſpirit of Chriſt * God therefore expecteth fruit: 


What do they do in the vineyardd? Let them work 


or get them out; the vineyard mult have labourers 


in it: Son go work to: day in my vineyard, Matth. 


21. 28 wherefore, want of grace, and want of 
ſpirit, will not keep God from ſeeking fruit: and he 
game and ſought fruit thereon, Luke, 8. 8. he re- 
quireth that which he ſeemeth to have 2 every man 
in the vineyard, and houſe of God, promiſerh. + 


bimtelt, proieſſeth to others, and, wauld have all 


1 


— 
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men take it for granted, that an heavenly principle 
is in him; why then ſhould not God ſeek fruit? 
As for them therefore that will retain the name 
of Chriſtians, fearing God, and yer make no con- 
ſcience of bringing forth fruit to bim: he ſaith to 
ſuch, Away! as for you, go ye ſerve every one his 


. wdols ; and hereafter alſo, if ye will not hearken to 


me, &c. Ezek. 20. 39. Barren fig tree! doſt thou 
hear ? God expecteth fruit, God calls for fruit; yea 
God will ſhortly come ſeeking fruit on his barren 
fig tree. Barren fig tree! either bear fruit, or go 
out of the vineyard, (and yet then thy caſe will be 
unſpeakably damnable.) Yea, let me add, if thou 
ſhalt neither bear fruir, nor depart, God will take 
his name out of thy mouth, Jer. 44. 46, he will 
have fruit, And I ſay further, if thou wilt do nei- 
ther, yet God in juſtice and righteouſneſs will ſtill 
come for fruit. And it will be in vain for thee to 
count this auſterity : he will reap where he hath not 
TS fowed, and gather where he hath not ſtrawed, 
5 . 25. 24, 25. 26. Barren fig tree! doſt thou 


a <Q. What, if a man hath no grace ? . 
A. Yes, fecing he hath a profeſſion. 


And he came and ſought fruit thereon. 


A church theo, and a profeſſion, are not places 
where the workers of iniquity may hide themſelves 
and fins from God. Some of old thought, that be- 
caule they could cry, the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of the Lord, that therefore they were de- 
livered, or had a diſpenſation to do the abomina+ 
tions which they commited; as ſome in our days, 
for, who (ſay they) have a right to the creatures 
if not Chriſtians, it not profeſſors, if not church - 
members ? and from this concluſion, let go the regs 


„ 1 
of their inordinate affections after paide, ambitions | 
. gluttony, pampering themſelves without fear, Jude 
' 12, daunting themſelves with the luſt provoking 8 
- - faſhions of the times; to walk with ſtretehed - uʒt if 

necks; + naked breaſts, frizled foretops, 'wantow 
geſtutes, in gorgeous apparel, mix'd with gold and 
pearl, and coſtly array. I will not here make 
inſpection into their lives, their carriages at home, 
in their corners, and ſecret holes; but ecrtainly: - 
perſons thus ſpirited, thus principled, and thus in- 
clined, have but empty boughs, boughs that want 
the fruit that God expects, and that God ill come: ꝓ 
don to ſeen. I O00, ee 
harten fig tree, than art not licenſed by thy pro- 
feſſion, nor by the Lord of the vineyard, to bea 
theſe cluſters of Gommorah : neither ſhall the vine? 
yard, nor thy being crouded among the trees there. 4 
- ſhelter thee from the fight of the eye of God. Many _ | 


make religion their cloak, and Chriſt their ſtaikinge 


horſe, and by that means cover themſelves, and 
| hide their own wickedneſs. from. men; but God Mi 
ſeeth their hearts, hath his print upon the heels of _ 
their feet, and pondereth all their goings: and at - Mi 
laſt, when their iniquity is found to be hateful, he 
will either ſmite them with hardneſs of heart, and, 
ſo leave them, or awaken them io bring forth fruit, 
Fruit he looks for, ſecks and expects, barten ſig tree. 4 

But, what: come into the preſence of God tao 1 
ſin; what, come into the preſence of God to hide i 
thy fin “ Alas man! the church is God's garden, 
aad Chriſt Jeſus is the great apoſtle and high prieſt 
of- our proteſhon, Whai, come into the houſe that 
is called by my name? into the place where mins 
bonour dwelled ! Plal. 26. 8. where mine eyes and al 
heart are continually, 1 Kings. 9. 3. What, come 18 
there to ſia, to hide thy fin, to cloak thy fin ! his 
plants are an orchard with, pleaſant fruits, Cant. 
4.13, 14, 1. and cyery ume he goth/into his 


. 


1 
. * 3 
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3 garden, it is 0 ſcerhe fruits of the valley z and to 
lee if _ vine law and if che ee 
N bu Hig) 

= ale PING hey . came W Suit on this fig: 
| tree. The church is the place of God's delight, 

E Where he ever deſires to be; there he is night and, 


day. He is there to ſcek for fruit, to ſeek for. : 


fruit of all and erery tree in the garden. Where- 
fore aſſute: thyſelf," O fruitleſs one, that thy ways. 
muſt needs be open before the eyes of the Lord. 


3 5 with many: that is takeo- with firſt the caſt of the? 
eye, its different colour {till betrays it al ſay, theres: 
fore; a chutch and a profeſſion, are not places 


from God, ihat ſeeks for fruit; My vineyard (faith; 
$ Ne which! is ine, is before me, Cant. 8 12. 


And DE came 4 ſought gelt thereon, ST 
1 4 215 and found none. ; 


ing of fruit, is a dreadful gn that thou att to come 

do a dreadful end, as the winding Na of this pare, 

dle concludeth. 

And found none. None at all, or none to God's 
liking: for when he ſaith, he came ſeeking, fruit 

theteon, he means fruit meet for God, Heb, 6. 5 

WM pleaſant fruit, fruit good and ſweet. 
Alas it is hot any fruit will ſerve ; bad fruit is. 


05 counted none: every tree that briageth not forth 


good fruit, is hows down, and caſt into the fire, 
Matth. 3. 10. 


t. There is froit among pjofeſſars that withers, 


ten in the growth, and comes not to maturity, and 
this is reckoned no fruit, This fruit thoſe profeſ- 
ſors hear, that have many fair beginaing, ar blof+. 


—_ 1 


One black ſheep is ſoon eſpied, altho! in company 


Where. the workers of jniquity may hide themſelves | 


T4 A 4 


ideen fg tree, 57 the contioual Wa be 


and ſo never comes to be ripe; a fruit that is ſmit-; 


* 


Toms; chat make many fair offers of tepentane i 
amepdment; ; that begin to pray, to reſolve, and to 
break off their ſins hy righteouſneſs; but ſtop at 
thaſe begianings, and brings no fruit forth to per- 
fection. This man's fruit is withered, / wriakled;, 
ſmitten fruit, and is in effect no fruit at all. 9 


2. There is an baſty fruit, ſuch as is the corn my 

on the houſe-top, Pſa], 129+ or that which ſprings. 
up oa the dunghill, that runs up ſuddenly, violent! 
ly, with great ltalks, and big ſhew. and yet at laſt 


proves empty of kernel: This fruit is: to be found ; 


in thoſe profeſſors, that on a ſudden are ſo awaken» 


ed, ſo convinced, and ſo affected wich their condi- 
tion, that they ſhake the whole family, the end- 
ſhip, the whole towu. For a while they cry haſtis 
ly, vehemently, dolefully, mournfully, and yet all 
is but a pang, an agony, a fit. they btiag not forth 
fruit with patience: Theſe are called thoſe bay 
fruits, that ſhall be as a fading flower Iſa. 28. 4. 
3. There is a fruit that is vile, and ill taſteck 
Jer. 24. how long ſoever it be in growing; the root 
is dried, and cannot convey. a ſufficieney of ſap to 
the branches to ripen the fruit: theſe are the fruit 
of ſuch profeſſors, whoſe heart is eſtranged from 
communion with the holy Ghoſt, whoſe fruit grow- 
eth from themſelves, from their parts, gifts, ſtrengk 


of wit. natural or moral principles: theſe, notwiths 4 
ſtanding they bring forth fruit, are called em 


vines, ſuch as bring not forth fruit to God. 3 


Their root is dried up, they ſhall bear no fruit; A 3 
yea, though they. bring forth, yet will 1 ſlay, even | 3 1 


"ep beloved fruit of their womb, Hol. 9. 16. 


4. There is a fruit that is wild; 1 looked for. _ 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes, lia» 5. 4 
I obſerve that as there are trees and herbs that are 


wholly right and noble, ſit indeed for the vine yard; 
ſo there are alſo their ſemblance, but wild; not 


50 bak ; 1 is che grape, and ne 
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wild grape; the vine, and the wild vine; the roſe, 


und the canker roſe; flowers and wild flowers; the 
apple, and the wild apple, which we call the crab. 


Such are all tho 


tree caſteth her untimely figs, Rev. 6. 13. Fruit 


Now fruit from theſe wild things. however they 
may pleaſe the children to play with, yet the pru- 
dent and grave count them of little or no value. 
There are alſo in the world a generation of profeſ- 
fors, that, notwithſtanding their profeſſion, are wild 
by nature; yea, ſuch as were never cut out or off 
from the wild olive tree, nor planted in the good 
one. Now thefe can bring nothing forth but wild 
olive berries, _ cannot bring forth fruit unto God. 

e that have lightly taken up a pro · 
ſeſſion, and crept into the vineyard without a ne- 
birth, and the bleſſing of regeneration. e 


F. There is alſo untimely fruit; even as a fig 


ont of ſeaſon, and ſo no fruit to God's liking. 


There are two forts of profeſſors ſubject to bring 


for untimely frait., | 
Firſt, They that bring forth (fruit) too ſoon. 


Secondly, They that bring forth (fruit) too late. 
Firſt, They that bring forth too ſoon: they are 


ſliuch a8 at preſent receive the word with joy; and 


anon, before they have root downwards. they thruſt 
forth upwards ; but, having no root, when the ſun 


.  ariſeth they are ſmitten, and miſerably die without 
fruit. Theſe profeſſors are thoſe light and inconſi- 


daerate ones, that think nothing but peace will at- 
end the goſpel; and fo anon rejoice at the tidings, 


without foreſeeing the evil; wherefore when the 
evil comes, being unarmed, and ſo not able to ſtand 


any longer, they die, and are withered, and bring 


forth no fruit. He that received the ſeed into ſton - 
ny places, the ſame is he that heareth the word, and 
anon With joy receiveth it; yet hath he no root in 


himſelf, but dureth for a while: for when tribula« | - 
tion or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, by 


6: 
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and by be is offended, Matth 13. 20 21. There 


3s, in Iſaiah 28. v. 4. mention made of ſome, whoſe 


glorioys beauty ſhall be a fading flower, becauſe it 


is fruit before ſummer. Both theſe are untimely 


h | 


7% Secondly, They alſo bring for untimely. fruit; 


that ſtay till the ſeaſon is over: God will have his 


fruit in his ſeaſon; I ſay, he will receive them of 


uach men as ſhall render them to him in their ſea» 

ſons, Matth 21. 41. The milling of the ſeaſon is 

| dangerous, ſtaying till the door is ſhut is dangerous, 
Matth. 25 10, 11. Many there be that come not 


till the flood of God's anger is raiſed, and too deep 


ſor them to wade; ſarely in the floogs of great wa- 
ers they ſhall not come mgh unto him, Pfal. 32. 6. 
Eſau's afterward is fearful, for ye know how that 


afterward when he would have inherited the bleſſ- 
ing, he was rejected; for he found no place of re- 
pentance though he ſought it carefully with tears, 
Heb. 12. 16, 17. i | EL. 

So the children of Ifrael, they brought to God 
ahe fruits of obedience too late; their, Lo we be 


here, Numb. 14. 40, 41, 42. came to late; their, 
WMWe will go up, came too late: the Lord had ſworn 
before, verſ. 23. 30. That they ſhould not poſſeſs 


the land. All theſe are fuch as bring forth untime- 
ly fruit, Heb. 12. 17. Luke 13. 25, 26, 27. It is 


the hard hap of the reprobate, to do all things too 


late; to be ſenſible of his want of grace too late; 

to be ſorry for his ſin too late; to ſeek repentance 
too late; to ask for mercy, and to deſire to go to 

glory too late. i 
1. Thus you ſee that fruit ſmitten in the growth, 


_. That withereth, and that comes not to maturity, is 
[ 5 no fruit. | F | | BY 
21. That haſly fruit, ſueh as the corn upon the 
' | - © Houſe-top, Pſal. 129. 6. withercth alſo afore it 
growieth up, and is no fruit, ie” REI 
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2591 That the fruit chat is vile and il-taſted, 3 no 

r : 

20 . That wild froit, wild grapes, Rev. 6, ere no 
| Ke VERA SO : 

5. That untimely fruit, 8 comes too foam? 

or that comes too late; ſuch as come not in their 


188 ſeaſon, are no fruit. N ir 
7 


And be c came aud fought bares, and Te | 
r he 


age will do bur fruit; Math, 21; 27 bie | 

|  Jooked: for grapes; when the time of fruit drew 

near, he ſent his fervants to the husbandmen that 
they might receive the fruit of ie... 

Queſt. But what fruit doth God expect! r 

Anſ. Good fruit; Every tree that bridgerh not 
forth good fruit is he wn down, Matth 7. 10 Now 
before the fruit can be good, the tree mult be good, 
For good fruit makes not a good tree, but à good 
tree bringerh forth good rut: Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thiltles ? A mat muſt be 

good, elſe. he can bring-forth no good fruit; he 
muit have righteouſneſs imputed, that he mayftand 

good in God's ſight from the curſe of his law, He 
muſt have a principle of righteouſneſs in his fobl ; 

elſe how ſhould he bring forth good fruits? And 

bence it is that a Chriſtian's fruits are called, Gal. 

5. 22, 23. The fruits of the ſpirit, and the fruits 

of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chiilt, Phil. 

4 1. 12. The fruits of the ſpirit, therefore the ſpirit 
 - muſt be there: the fruits of righteouſneſs, therefore 

; righteouſneſs muſt be firſt there. But to * | 

= larize in a few. things briefly, 

13 Firſt, God expeRterh fruit that will anſwer, and 

bee worthy of that 3 chou feigneſt thyſelf 

to have. Every dne in a profeſſion, and that hai 


cCrouded into the vineyard, pretendeth f to repeny " £ 
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tance; now, of every ſuch ſoul, God expecteth 
that the fruits of repentance be found to attend 
them, Matth. 3 8. Bring forth fruits therefore meet 


for repentance, or anſwerable to thy profeſſion of 


the doctrine of repentance. Barren fig- tree, ſee- 


ing thou art a profeſſor and got into the vineyard, 


thou ſtandeſt before the Lord of the vineyard, as 


offe of the trees of the garden, wherefore he look - pe 


eth for fruit from thee, as from the reſt of the trees 
in the vineyard : Fruits, I ſay, and ſuch as may de- 


- 


clare thee in heart and life, one that hath made 


ſound profeſhon of repentance. By thy profeſſion 
thou haſt ſaid, I am fenſible of the evil of ſin: now 


then, live ſuch a life as declares that thou art ſenſible 


of the evil of ſin. By thy profeſſion thou haſt ſaid, I 
am ſorry for my ſin : Why then, live ſuch a life as 
may declare this ſorrow. By thy profeſhon thou 


haſt ſaid, I am aſhamed of my fin, Pſal. 38. 18. 


yea, but live ſuch a life, that men by that may ſee 
thy ſhame for fin, Jer. 31. 19. By thy profeſſion 
thou ſayſt, I have turned from, left off, and am be- 
come an enemy to every appearance of evil, 1 Theſ- 
5. 22. Ah! but doth thy life and converſation dee 
clare thee to be ſuch an one? Take heed, barren 
fig tree, leſt thy life ſhould give thy profeſſion the 


lie: I fay again, Take heed, for God himſelf will 


come for fruit: And he ſought fruit thereon. 
You have ſome profeſſors, that are only ſaints be- 
fore men, when they are abroad, but are devils 
and vipers at home; ſaints by profeſſion, but devils 
by pra dice; ſaints in word, but ſinners in heart 
and life. Theſe men may have the profeſſion, but 
they want the fruits that become repentance. 
Barren fig tree, Can it be imagined that thoſe 


that paint themſelves, did ever repent of their pride? 


Or that thoſe that purſue this world, did ever re- 


peat of their covetouſneſs ? Or that thoſe that walk 


with wanton eyes, did ever repent of their fleſhly 
Pe 3" I 


t 26 | 
- Inſts? Where, barren fig. tree, is the fruit of theſe - 
people's repentance ? Nay, do they not rather de- 


clare to the world, that they have repented of their 


profeſſion ! Their fruits look as if they had. Their 
pride ſaith, they have repented of their humility : 
their covetouſneſs declareth, that they are weary of 
depending upon God; and doth not thy wanton 
actions declare, that thou abhoreſt chaſtity ? where 
is thy fruit, barren fig tree? Repentance is not 
ony ſorrow, and a ſhame for, but a turning from ſin 
to God, Heb. 6. It is called repentance from dead 
works. Haſt thou that godly ſorrow that worketh 
repentance to ſalvation, not to be repented of? 2. 
Cor. 7. 10, 11. How doſt thou ſhew thy careful - 
neſs, and clearing of thyſelf; thy indignation a- 
_ fin ; thy fear of offending ; thy vehement de- 
re to walk with God; thy zeal for his name, and 
glory in the world? And what revenge haſt thou 
in thy heart againſt every thought of diſobedience ? 
But where 1s the fruit of this repentance ? where 
is thy watching, thy faſting, thy praying againſt the 
remainders of corruption? where is thy ſelf-abhor- 
rence; thy bluſhing before God, for thy ſin that is 
yet behind ? where is thy tenderneſs of the name 
of God and his ways? where is thy ſelf- denial and 
contentment ? how doſt thou ſhew before men the 
truth of thy turning to God! haſt thou renounced 
the hidden things, of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
craftineſs ? 2 Cor. 4. 2. Canſt thou commend thy- 
ſelf to every man's conſcience in the ſight of God? 


And he ſought fruit thereon. 


Secondly, God expecteth fruits that ſhall anſwer 
chat faith which thou makeſt profeſſion of. The 
profeſſor that is got into the vineyard of God, doth 
feign that he hath the faith, the faith moſt holy, 
tbe faith of God's elect. Ah! But where are thy 


e „ 
fruits, barren fig - tree? the faith of the Romans | 
was ſpoken of throughout the whole world, Rom. 
1. 18. and the Theſſalonians faith grew exceed- 
ingly, 2 Theſſ. 1. 3. : 3 

| Thou profeſſeſt to delieve thou haſt a ſhare ig 
another world; haſt thou let go this, barren fig - tree? 
thou profeſſeſt thou believeſt in Chriſt : Is he thy 
joy, and the life of thy ſoul ? yea, what conformity 
unto him, or his ſorrows and ſufferings What res 
ſemblance hath his crying, and groaning, and bleed» 
ing, and dying, wrought in thee ? doſt thou bear 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jeſus? 
% and is alſo the life of Jeſus made manifeſt in thy 
mortal body? 2 Cor. 4. 10, 11. barren fig-tree, _ 
ſhew me thy faith by thy works; ſhew out of a good 
converſation thy works with meekneſs of wiſdom, 
James 2. 18. and. 3. 13. | | | 
What fruit, barren fig-tree ? what degree” of 
heart-holineſs ? for faith purifies the heart, Acts 
15. 9. What love to the Lord jeſus? for faith 
worketh by love, Gal. 5. 6. ö 
Thirdly, God expects fruits, according to the 
ſeaſons ot grace thou art under, according to the 
rain that cometh upon thee, Perhaps thou art 
planted in a good ſoil, by great waters, that thou 
mighteſt bring forth branches, and bear fruit; that 
thou mighteſt be a goodly vine or fig - tree: ſhall 
he not therefore ſeek for fruit, for fruit anſwerable 
to the means; barren fig-tree, God expects it, and 
will find it too, if ever he bleſs thee : for the earth 
which drinks in the rain that comes oft upon it, and 
bringeth forth herbs meet for him by whom it is 
dreſſed, receives bleſſing from God; but that which 
beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh 
unto curling, whoſe end is to be burned, Heb. 6. 
7. 8. 1 
Harren ſoul, how many ſhowers of grace, how 
many dews from Heaven, how many times have 
| | B 2 1 


6 
the ſilver ſtreams of the city of God, ran gliding 


by thy roots, to cauſe thee to bring forth fruits? 
theſe ſhowers and ſtreams, and the drops that hang 


upon thy boughs, will all be accounted for ; and 


will they not teſtify againſt thee, that thou oughteſt 


of right to be burned ? hear and tremble, O thou 


barren profeſſor ! fruits that become thy profeſhon 
of the goſpel, the God of heaven expecteth. The 
goſpel hath in it the forgiveneſs of fins, the king- 


dom of heaven, and eternal life : but what fruit 
| hath thy profeſſion of a belief of theſe things put 


forth in thy heart and life? hat thou given thyſelf 
to the Lord; and is all that thou haſt to be ventur- 
for his name in this world ? doſt thou walk like one 
that is bought with a price, even the price of pre- 
cious blood ? 5 F 
Fourthly, The fruit that God expecteth is ſuch 
as is meet for himſelf, fruit that may glerify God: 
God's trees are trees of righteouſneſs, the planting 
of the Lord, that he may be glorified ; fruit that 
taſteth of heaven, abundance of ſuch fruit : for 
herein (faith Chriſt) is my Father glorified, that ye 
bring forth fruit, gone 19. 8. fruits of all kinds, 
new and old; the fruits of the ſpirit are in all good- 
neſs, and righteouſneſs and truth, fruits before the 
world, fruits before the ſaints, fruits before God, 


Fruits before angels. 


O! my brethren, what manner of perſons ought 
we to be; who have ſubſcribed to the Lord, and 
have called ourſelves by the name of Iſrael? One 
ſhall ſay I am the Lord's; and another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name of Jacob : and another ſhall 
ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and firname 
himſelf by the name of Iſrael, Iſai. 44. 5. barren 
fig- tree, haſt thou ſubſcribed ? haſt thou called 
thyſelf by the name of Jacob, and ſirnamed thyſelf 
by the name of Iſrael ? All this thou pretendeſt to. 
who art got into the yineyard, who are placed a- 


3 | 

mong the trees of the garden of God. God doth 
therefore look for ſuch fruit as is worthy of his 
name, as is meet for him; as the apoſtle ſaith, we 
ſhould walk worthy of God; that is, ſo as we may 
ſhew in every place, that the preſence of God is 
with us, his fear in us, and his majeſty and authority 
upon our actions. Fruits meet for him, ſuch a de- 
pendance upon him, ſuch truſt in his word, fach 
ſatisfaction in his preſence, ſuch a truſting of him 
with all my concernments, and ſuch delight in the 
enjoyment of him, that may demonſtrate that his 
fear is in my heart, that my foul is wrapp'd up in 
his things, and that my body, and ſoul, and eſtate, 
and all, are in truth, through his grace, at his diſ- 
poſal. Fruit for him: hearty thanks, and bleſſ- 
ing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good word, for his 
free grace, for diſcoyery of himſelf in Chriſt to the 
ſoul, ſecret longing after another world, Fruit 
meet for him, liberality to the poor ſaints, to the 
poor world; a life in word and deed exemplary; a 
patient and * enduring of all things, till I have 

done and ſuffered the whole will of God, which he 

had appointed for me. That on the good ground 
are they, which in an honeſt and good heart, hav» 
ing heard the word kept it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience, Luke 8. 15. This is bringing fort! 
fruit unto God; having our fruit unto holineſs, and 
our end everlaſting life, Rom. 7. 4. and 6. 22. 
and 14. 8. 27 3 1 2 0 ; . ; St OL 
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vineyard of God: The vineyard (faith he) Iſdi. 5. 
1. is a very fruitful hill; witneſs the fruit brought 
forth in all ages. The moſt barren trees that ever 
grew in the wood of this world, when planted in 
this vineyard by the God of heaven, what fruit to 
_ God-ward have they brought forth? Abel offered 

to God a molt excellent ſacrifice, Heb. 11. 4. 
Enoch walked with God three hundred yeats, 


Fifthly, The Lord expects fruit becoming the 


5 
ver. 5. Noah, by his life of faith, condemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteouſneſs which 
is by faith, ver. 7. Abraham left his country, and 
went out after God, not knowing whither he went, 
ver. 8, Moſes Jeſt a kingdom, and ran the hazard 
of the wrath of the king, for the love he had to 
God in Chriſt, What ſhall I ſay of them who had 
trials, not excepting diliverance, that they might 
obtain a better reſurrection? Heb. 11. 35, 36, 37. 
They were ſtoned, they were fawn aſunder ; were 
tempted, were flain with the {word : they wander- 
ed about in ſheep-ſkins and goat-skins, being deſti- 
tude, afflicted, tormented. Peter, left his father, 
ſhips and nets, Matth, 4. 18, 19, Paul turned off 
from the feet of Gamaliel. Men brought their 
goods and poſſeſſions (the price of them) and calt 
it down at the apoſtles feet, Acts 19 18, 19, 20. 
and athers brought their books together, and burnt 
them, curious books, tho* they were worth fifty. 
thouſand pieces of filver. I could add, how many 
willingly. offered themſelves in all ages, and their 
all, for the worthy name of the Lord Jeſus, to be 
rack'd, ſtarved, hanged, burned, drowned, pulled 
in pieces, and a thouſand calamities. Barren ſig- 
tree, the vineyard of God hath. been a froifal | 

lace ; What doſt thou there! What doſt thou 
bear? God expects fruit according to, or becom- 
ing the ſoil of the vine yard. 


Sixthly, The fruit which God expecteth is ſuch 
as becometh God's hasbandry and labour. The 
vineyard js God's husbandry, or tillage. I am the 
vine, (faith Chriſt) John 15. 1. and my father is the 
husbandman. And again, 1. Cor, 3, 9. ye are 
God's husbandry, ye are God's buildipg,, The 
vincyard, God fences. it, God gathereth out the 
ſtones, God builds the tower and the wine · preſs in 
the midſt thereof. Here is labour, here is protec» 
tion, here is removing of hindrances, here is cone 


; 


tan | 
venient purgation, and all, that there might be 
fruit. j_ | . „ 3 
Barren fig-tree, What fruit haſt thou? haſt thou 


fruit becoming the care of God, the protection of 


God, the wiſdom of God, the patience and husban- 


dry of God? It is the fruit of the vineyard, that is 


either the ſhame or praiſe of the husbandman. I 
went by the field of the ſlothful (faith Solomon) 
and by the vineyard of the man void of underſtand- 


ing; and lo, it was grown over with thorns, and 
. nettles had covered the face thereof, Prov. 24: 30, 


31, 32. : : 
Barren fig-tree, If men ſhould make a judge- 


ment of the care, and pains, and labour, of God 


in his church, by the fruit that thou bringeſt forth, 
what might they ſay ? Is he not ſlothful ? Is he not 
careleſs? is he not without difcretion? O] thy 


_ thorns, thy nettles, thy barren heart, and barren 


F will add yet one more. 


dawn to ſec, God will mak e carch for fruit hit» 


life, are a continual provocation to the eyes of his 
glory, as likewiſe a diſhonour to the glory of his 
grace. 

Barren ſig · tree, Haſt thou heard all theſe things? 


And he came and ſought fruit thereon, ; 
The queſtion is not now, what thou thickeſt of | 


thyſelf, nor what all the people of God think of 
thee : but what thou ſhalt be found in that day, 


when God ſhall ſearch thy boughs for fruit. When 


Sodom was to be ſearched for righteous men, Gd 
would not, in that matter, truſt his faithful ſervant 
Abraham ; but ſtill as. Abraham interceded, God 


anſwered, If I find fifty, or forty and five there, 1 
will not deſtroy the citYs Gen, 18. 20, 21, 26, 27. 
a 


barren ſig- tree, what ſayeſt 2 God will come 
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And he came and ſought fruit thereon, and found 
(none) then ſaid he to the dreſſer af the vineyard, 
| behold, theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and find none; cut it down, why cums 

bereth it the ground'? i | 

Theſe words are the effe& of God's fearch into 
the boughs of a barren ſig · tree; he ſought fruit, and 
found none, none, to his liking, none pleafant and 
good, Therefore, firſt, he complains of the want 
thereof to the dreſſer, calls him to come and ſee, 
and take notice of the tree; then ſigniſieth his plea- 
ſare, he will have it removed, taken away, cut 
down from cumbering the ground. 5 

Obſerve, The barren fig tree is the object of 
God's diſpleaſure, God cannot bear with a fruitleſs 
profeſſor. | 5 | 


r Ver” 


(Then) ſaid he, &c. 0 


Then, after this provocation; then after he had 
Fought, and found no fruit, then; this word (then) 
doth ſhew us a kind of an inward diſquietneſs; as 
he ſaith alſo in another place, upon a like provo- 
cation, then the anger of the Lord, and his jealou- 
ſy, ſhatl ſmoke againft that man, and all the curſes 
that are written in this book ſhall lie upon him; 
and the Lord ſhall'blot out his name from under 

heaven, Deut. 29. 18, 19, 20. | 
Thea; It intimateth that he was now come to 
a point, to-a reſolution-what to do with this fig tree. 
Then faid he-to the dreſſer of this vineyard, that 
is to Juſus Chriſt, behold, as much as to ſay, come 
hither, bere is a fig tree in my vineyard; here is a 
profeſſor in my church, that is barren, that bear- 

eth no fruit. { „CWT a 
| Obſerve, However the barren profeſſor thinks of 
| himſelf on earth, the Lord cries out in heaven a. 
| gainſt him, Iſai. 5. 5. And now go to, I will telFyou 
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what I will do to my vineyard; I will take away 
the hedge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up: and I 
will break down the wall thereof, and it hall be 


trodden down. - | | 
Behold theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit, &g. 

Obſerve, Theſe three years. God. cries out that i 
his patience is abuſed, that his forbearance is abuſ- 
ed: behold theſe three years I have waited, for- 


born; theſe three years J have deferred mine an- _ 


ger. Therefore | will ſtretch out my hand againſt 
thee, and deſtroy thee; I am weary with repent». 
ing, Jer. 15, 6. | 

Theſe three years. Obſerve, God-layeth up all 
the time; I fay a remembrance of all the time, 
| that a barren fig tree, or a fruitleſs profeſſor, miſ- 
ſpendeth in this world: as he ſaith alſo of Krael of 
old, forty years long was I grieved with this gene- 
ration, Pſal. 87. 10. 15 | 
Theſe three: years, &c. 1 
Theſe three ſeaſons. Obſerve, God remembers 
how many ſeaſons thou halt miſpent; for theſe 
three years ſignifies ſo many ſeaſons. And when + 
the time of the fruit drew nigh, that is, about the 
ſeaſon they begin to be ripe, or that according to 
the ſeaſon might ſo have been. Barren fig tree, 


. 


thou halt had time, ſeaſons, ſermons, miniſters; af- 


flictions, judgments, mercies, and what not ? and 
yet haſt not been fruitful ; thou haſt had awaken- 
ings, reproofs, threatnings, comforts, agd yet halt 
not been fruitful ; thou haſt had paterns, examples, 
citations, provocations, and yet halt nor beeo fruit- 


ful. Well, God hath laid up thy three years with _ 42 


himſelf; he remembers every time, every ſeaſon, 
every ſermon, every miniſtep, affliction, judgment, 
mercy, awakning, patern, example, citation, pro- 
vocation, he remembers all; as he ſaid of Iſrael of 
IN | Bs 7 | 


434. 
old, they have temped me theſe ten times, and 
have not harkned to my ice, Numb. 14 22. And 


again, I remember all their wickedneſs, Hoſ. 7. 2. 


Theſe three years, &c. 


Hie ſeeks for the fruit of every ſeaſon : he will 
not that any of his ſermons, miniſters, afflictions, 


judgments or mercies ſhould be loſt, or ſtand for 
inſignificant things; he will have according to the 
benefit beſtowed, 2 Chron. 32. 24; 25. Ezek. 14. 
23. he hath not dene without a cauſe all that he 
hath done, and therefore he Jooketh for fruit. Look 
to it, barren fig tree. ws 


I came [ſceking] fruit, 


Obſerve. This word [ſecking] ſip nifies a narrow. 
ſearch ; for when a man ſeeks for ſrait on a tree, 
he goes round it and round it, now looking into this 
bough, and then into that; he peeps into the inmoſt 
boughs. and the lowermoſt boughs if perhaps fruit 
may be thereon, . 

Barren ſigtree, God will look into all thy boughs, 
he will be with thee in thy bed fruits, thy mid- 
night · fruits, thy cloſet · fruits, thy family fruits, thy 
converſation- fruits, to ſee if there be any among 
all theſe that are ſit for, or worthy of the name of 
the God of heaven. He ſees what the children of 
Iſrael do in the dark, Ezek, 8. 12. all things are o- 
pen unto the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do, Heb. 4+ 12. 13. 


Seeking fruit on [this] ſig tree. 
I told you before that he keeps in remembrance 


the times and ſeaſons that the barren profeſſor had 
wickedly miſpent, Now, foraſmuch as he pointeth 


6 


out the fig tree, this fig tree; it ſheweth that che 
barren profeſſor, above all profeſſors, is a continual 


odium in the eyes of God: this figktree, this man 
Coniah, Jer. 22, 28. this people draw nigh to me 


with their mouth, but have removed their hearts 


far from me. God knows who they are among all 
the thouſands of Iſrael, that are the barren and 
fruitleſs profeſſors; his lot will fall upon the head 
of Achan, tho' be be hid among fix hundred thou 
ſand men. And he brought his houſhold, man by 
man ; and Achan the ſon of Carmi, the ſon of Zab- 
di, the ſon of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah was 
taken,-Joſh. 7. 17, 18. this is the Achan, this is 
the fig tree, this is the barren profeſſor. 

There is a man hath an, hundred trees in his 


vineyard, and at the time of the ſeaſon he walketh 


into his vineyard to ſee how the trees flouriſn; and 
as he goes, and views, and pries, and obſerves how 
they are hanged with fruit ;- behold, he comes to 
one where he findeth nought but leaves : now he 
makes a ſtand, looks upon it again and again; he 
looks alſo here and there, above and below; and 
if, after all this ſeeking, he finds nothing but leaves 


thereon, then he begins to caſt in his mind, how he 


may know this tree next year, what ſtands next it, 
or how fair tis off the hedge; but if there be no- 
thing there that may be as a mark to know it by, 
then he takes his hook, and giveth it a private 
mark, (And the Lord ſet a mark upon Cain, 


Gen. 4.) ſaying, go thy ways, fruitleſs fig tree, thou 


haſt ſpent this ſeaſon in vain. 


Yet doth he not cut it down, I will try it ano- | 


ther year; may be this was not a hitting ſeaſon ; 
therefore he comes again next year to ſee if now 


it have fruit; but as he found it before, ſo he finds 
it now, barren, barren, every year barren; he looks Wi 
again, but finds no fruit, Now he begins to. have 
= ſecond thoughts ; how A 3 hit laſt year, nor 15 
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this: ſurely the barrenneſs is not in the ſeaſons 
ſurely the fault is it the tree : hewever I will ſpare 


it this year alſo, but will give it a ſecond mark; 


and it may be, he toucheth it with a hot iron be- 
cauſe he begins to be angry. 
Well, at the third ſeaſon he comes again for 
fruit, but the third year is like the firſt and ſecond, 
no fruit yet; it only cumbereth the ground : what 
now muſt be done-with-this fig tree? why, the Lord 
will lop his boughs with terror; yea, the thickets 
of 1 reel with iron. I have waited (faith 
God) theſe three years; l have miſſed of fruit theſe 
three years, it hath been a cumber ground theſe 
three years: cut it down. Pregept hath been upon 
precept, and line upon line, 2 after another; 
for theſe three years, but no fruit can be ſeen; [ 
find none, fetch out the ax; Fm ſure this is the 
fig tree, I know it from the firſt year, barrenneſs 
Vas its ſign then, barrenneſs is its ſign now, make 
it fit for the fire. Behold, the ax is laid to the root 


> 


of the trees; every tree therefore tha: briogeth 


not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into 

the fire, Matth. 3. 10. 1 | 
Obſerve, my brethren, God's heart cannot ſtand 

towards a barren fig tree. You know thus it is with 


yourſelves : if you have a tree in your orchard, or 


vineyard, that doth only cumber the ground, you 
- cannot look upon that tree with pleaſure, with com- 
placency and delight; no, if you do but go by it, 
if you do but caſt your eyes upon it; yea if you do 
ut think of that tree, you threaten it in your heart, 


ſaying, I will hew thee down ſhortly, I will to the 


fire with thee ſhortly. And it is in vain for any to 
think of perſwading of you to ſhew favour to the 


barren fig tree; and if they ſhould perſwade, your 
| anſwer is irreſiſtible, it yields me no profit, it takes 


up room, and doth no good, a better may grow ia 
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Cat it down, 


Thus when the godly among the Tews, ( 1 


7.) made prayers, that rebellious Iſtael might not 
be caſt out of the vineyard, what faith the anſwer 


of God? Jer. 15. 1. Though Moſes and Samuel 


ſtood before me, yet,could not.my mind be towards 
ſence, and let them go forth. | : 

What a reſolution is here? Moſes and Samuel 
could do almoſt any thing with God in prayer. How 
many times did Moſes by. prayer turn away God's 
judgments from en Pharaoh himſelf ? yea, how 
many times did he 
in the wilderneſs, (Pſal. 106. 23.) from the anger 
and wrath of God? Samuel is reckoned excellent 


this people; wherefore caſt them out. of my pre- 


this way, yea ſo excellent, that when Iſrael had 


done that feat ful thing, as to reject the Lord, and: 
chuſe them another king, (1 Sam. 12.) he prayed, 


and the Lord ſpared, and forgave them. But yet 


neither Moſes, nor Samuel, can ſave a barren fig 
tree: no, though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
me, that is pleading, arguing, interceding, ſuppli- 
cating, and beſeeching, yet could they not incline- 
mine heart to this people. | 


Cut it down. 


: Ah ! but Lord it is a fig tree; a fig tree ! if it was 


a thorn, or a bramble, or a thiſtle, the matter would: 


not be much; but it. is a fig tree, or a vine; well, 

but mark the anſwer of God, Ezek. 15 2, 3. ſon of: + 
man, what is the vine tree more than any tree, or 
than a branch that is among the trees of the foreſt ? 
ſhall wood be taken thereof to do any. work ? or. 

will man take a pin thereof to hang any veſſel there po! 
on? if trees that are ſet, or planted for fruit, bring 


< 


prayer preſerve lſracl, when 
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not forth that fruit, there is betwixt them and the 
trees of the foreſt, no betterment at all; unleſs 
the betterment Jyeth in the trees of the wood, for 
they are fit to build withal; but a fig tree or a vine, 
if they bring not forth fruit, yea good fruit, they 
are fit for nothing at all, but to be cut down, and 
prepared for the fire. And ſo the prophet goes on, 
* behold, it is caſt into the fire for fewel: if it ſerve 
not for fruit, it will ſerve fog, fewel au ſo the fire 
devoureth both the ends of it, and t 

is burnt. = 98 5 
Ay, but theſe fig trees and vines are church mem- 
bers, inhabitants of Jeruſalem, So was the figtree 
mentioned in the text; but what anſwer hath God 
prepared for theſe objections ? why, verſ. 6 7 thus 
faith the Lord God, as the vine-tree among · the 
trees of the foreſt, which 1 have given to the fire 
for fewel ; ſo will I give the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem. And I will ſet my face againſt them, they ſhall 


go from one fire, and another fire ſhall devour them. 


Cut it down, 


The woman that delighteth in her garden, if ſhe 
have a flip there, ſuppoſe (if it was fruitful) ſhe 
would not take ſtve pounds for it; yet if it hear no 
fruit, if it wither and dwindle, and die, and turn 


cumber-ground only, it may not ſtand in her gar- 


den: Gardens and vineyards are places for fruit, 


for fruit according to the nature of the plant or 
flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a flip as I told you of before, 
ſhould be in your garden, and there die, would you 
let it abide in your garden? no, away with it, away 
with it, The woman cometh into her garden to- 


wards the ſpring, where firſt the gives it a ſlight 


caſt with her eye, theo ſhe ſets to gathering out the 


weeds, and nettles, and ſtones, takes a beſom and 
ſweeps the walks; this done, ſhe falls to prying. 


c middle of it 


he, ASS... 9 - 
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into her herbs and ſlips, to ſee if they live, to 5 
if they are likely to grow: now, if ſhe comes to one 
that is dead, that ſhe is confident will not grow, up 
ſhe pulls it, and makes to the heap of rubbiſh with 
it, where ſhe deſpiſingly caſts it down, and valueth 
it no more © than a nettle, or a weed, or than the 
duſt ſhe hath ſwept out of her walks. Yea, if any 


that ſee her, ſhould ſay, why do you ſo? the an- 


fwer is ready, tis dead, tis dead at root; if | had 
let it ſtand, twould but have cumbered the ground. 
The ſtrange ſlips (and alſo. the dead ones) they 
mutt be a heap in the day of grief, and of deſperate 
forrow, Ifai, 17. 10, 11. 1 


Cut it down. 5 


There be two manner of cuttings down : _ 
Firſt, When a man is caſt our of the vineyard, 
Secondly, When a man is caſt out of the world: 
Firſt, when a man is caſt out of the vineyard and 
that is done two ways. 
1 By an immediate hand 1604 | 
2 By the churches due execution of the 1 0 
and cenſures, which Chriſt, for that purpoſe hathy 
Jeft with his church. : 
Firſt, God cuts down the barren fig tree by an 
immediate hand, ſmiting his roots, blaſting his 
branches, and ſo takes him away from among his 
people: every branch (faith Chrilt) that bearetł 
not fruit in me, he (my Father) taketh away, John 
15, 2. he taketh him out of the church, he taketh 
him away from the godly, There are two things 
by which God taketh the barren profeſſor from a · 
mong the children of God. | 
Firſt, ſtrong deluſions, _ | 
Secondly, open prophaneſs. #3 
_ Firſt By ſtrong deluſions, ſuch as beguile the ſoul ; .- 
with damnable doctrines, that ſwere from faitrand = 


— 
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own ways (faith God) and their ſoul delighteth, in 
their abominations ; I alſo will chufe their deluſi- 
ons, and will bring their fears upon them. I will 
ſmite them with blindnefs and hardneſs of heart, 


aud failing of eves, and will alſo ſuffer the tempter 


to tempt and effect his helliſſi deſtgns upon them, 2 
Theſſ. 2. 10, 11, 12. God will ſend them ſtrong 
deluſions that they may believe a lie, that they all 


may be damned who believe not the truth, but had 


pleaſure in unrighteouſnefs. ; 
Secondly, Sometimes God takes away a barren 


profeiior by open prophaneſs, There is one hath 


taken up a profeſſion of that worthy name, the 
Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; but this profeſſion is but a cloak, 
he ſecretly practiſeth wickedneſs ; he is a glutton, 


a drunkard, or covetous, or unclean ; well, ſauh 


God, I will looſe the reins of this profeſſor, I will 
give him up to his vile affections, I will looſe the 
reins of his luſts before him, he ſhall be entangled 
with his beaſtly Juſt, he ſhal! be overcome of un- 
godly company. Thus they that turn aſide to their 


own crooked ways, Pſal. 125. 5. the Lord ſhall lead 


them forth with the workers of iniquity. This is. 
God's hand immediately ; God is now dealing with 
this man himſelf, Barren fig tree, hearken, thou 
art crowded into a profeſſion, art got among the. 


godly, and there art a ſcandal to the holy and glo- 


rious goſpel ; but withal ſo cunning, that like the 


ſions of of Zeruiah, thou art too hard for the church; 


ſhe knows not how ta deal with thee. Well, faith 
God, I will deal with that man myſelf, Ezek 14. 7. 


8. I will anſwer that man by myſelf : he that ſets. 
up his idols in his heart, and pu's the ſtumbling. 


block of his iniquity before his face, and yet comes, 
and appears before me; I will ſet my face againſt 


that man, and will make him a ſign and a proverb, 


godlineſs, Ifai. 66. 3, 4. they have choſen their | 


* 
and I will cut him off from the midſt of my people 
and he ſhall know that I am the Lord. PS 
But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut down 
the barren fig tree by the church's, due execution 
of the laws and cenſures, which Chriſt, for that 
purpoſe, hath left with his church: This is the 
meaning: of that in Matth. 18. 1 Cor. 5. and that 
in 1 Tim. 1. 20: upon which now F ſhall not en- 
large. But which way ſoever God dealeth with 
thee, O then barren fig tree, whether by himſelf 
immediately, or by his chureh, it amounts to one 
and the ſame, For if timely repentance: prevent 
not, the end of that ſoul is damnation; They are 
blaſted and withered, and gathered by men, God's 
enemies; and at laſt being caſt into the fire, burn 
ing muſt be their end. That which beareth briars 
and thorns, is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be 
burned, Heb. 6. 8. nb. AB $0347 21073 ni 
And again; fometimes by cut it down, God 


means, caſt it out of the world: thus he cut down- + 


Nadab and Abihu; when he burned them up with 
fire from heaven, Numb. 16. 31, 32, 33. thus he 
cut down Corah, Dathar, and Abiram, when he 
made the earth to ſwallow them up. Thus he 
cut down Saul, 1 Sam. 31. 4. when he gave him up 
to fall upon the edge of his own ſword, and died, 
Thus he cut down Ananias with Saphira his wife, 


when he ſtruck them down dead in the midſt of the 


congregation, Acts. 5. 10. I might here alſo-diſcourſe 
of Abſalom, Ahitophel, and Judas,. who- were all 
three hanged: the firſt by God's revengful hand, 
the other were given up of God to be their own 
executioners. Theſe were barren and unproſita - 
bal fig trees, ſuch as God took no pleaſure in, there- 
fore he commanded to cut them down. The Pſal- 
milt ſaith, Pſal. 58. 9. he ſhall take them away as 
with a whirl- wind, both living, and in his wrath. | 
Barren fig tree; harken; God calls, for the au, 


„ 'Y 
Bis ſword, bring it hither, here is a barren profeſ- 
ſor, Cut him down, why cumbereth he the ground? 


Why cumbereth it the ground. 


By theſe words the Lord ſuggeſteth reaſons of 
his diſpleaſure againit the barren fig tree; it cum- 
bereth the ground. The Holy Ghoſt doth not on- 
Iy take an argument from its barrenneſs, but be- v1 
cauſe it is a cumber - ground, therefore cut it down; 
wherefore it muſt needs be a provocation. 

1. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, he diſap- 
Pointeth the deſign of God in planting his vine- 
yard ; I looked that it ſhould bring forth fruit. 

2, It hath alſo abuſed his patience, his longſuf- 
Fering, his three years patience, / 

3. It hath alſo abuſed his labour, his pains, his 
care, and providence of protection and preſervatĩ- 
on; for be hedges his vineyard, and walls it a- 
bout. Cumber-ground, all theſe things thou abuſ- 
eſt; He waters his vineyard, and looks to it night 
and day, and all theſe things thou haſt abuſed, _ 
Further; there are other rcaſons of God's diſ- 
pleaſure; as, K ? 
Firſt, A cumber-ground is a very mock and re- 
proach to religion, a mock a reproach to the ways 
bf God, to the people of God, to the word of God, 
and to the name of religion. It is expected of all 
Hands, that all the trees in the garden of God 
mould be fruitful; God expects fruit, the church 
expects fruit, the world, even the world eonclude 
that profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in good works; I 
Fay the very world expecteth that profeſſors ſhould 
de better than themſelves. But, barren fig tree, 
thou difappointeſt all; nay, haſt thou not learned 
the wicked ones thy ways? Halt thou not learn- 
ed them to be more wicked by thy example? (but 
that's by the bye.) Barren fig tree, thou haſt diſ- 
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e 1 ; appointed others, and muſt-be diſappointed thy- 


? # felf. Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground. 


2227 


the fatneſs of the ground to 


10 


Secondly, The barren fig tree takes up the room 
where a better tree might ſtand; I ſay, it takes 


up the room, it keeps fo long as it ſtands where it 


doth, a fruitful tree. out of that place, and there- 
fore it muſt be cut down. Barren fig tree, doſt 
thou hear ? Becauſe the Jews ſtood fruitleſs in the 
vineyard ; therefore, ſaid God, Matth. 21.33. 41. 
The kingdom-of heaven ſhall be raken from you,. 
and ſhall be given to a nation that ſhall render him 
their fruits in their ſeaſon. The Jews for their 
barrenneſs were cut down, and more fruitful peo- 
ple put in their room. As Samuel alſo ſaid to barren 


+4 Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 28. The Lord hath rent the 


kingdom from thee, and hath given it to thy neigh= ' 
bour that is better than thou, The unprofitable 
feryant muſt be caſt out, muſt be cut down, Mat. 


umber ground, How many. hopeful inclinable, 
forward people, haſt thou, by thy fruitleſs and un- 
proſitable life, kept out of the vineyard of God? 


for (hy ſake have the people ſtumbled at religion; 


by thy life have they been kept from the love of 
their own falvation. Thou haſt been alſo a means 


of hardening others, and of quenching, and killing 
weak beginnings. Well, barren fig tree, look to- 
thyſelf, (thou wilt not go to heaven thyſelf, and 


them, that would thou hindereſt;) thou muſt not 
always eumber the ground, nor always hinder the 


falvation of others; thou ſhalt be cut down, and 


another. ſhall be planted in thy room. 


Thirdly, The cumber ground is a ſucker, he 
draws away the heart and nouriſhment from the o- 


ther trees. Were the cumber ground cut down, 


the other would be more fruitful; he draws away 
himſelf, that would 


* 
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mike the other more hearty and fruitful, One fi a-| 51 
ner deſtroyeth much good, Eccl. 9. 18. 5 
The cumber ground is a very Se! in the hive, 
that eats up the honey that ſhould feed the labour- 
ing bee; he is a thief in the candle, that waſteth WW 
the tallow, but giveth no light; he is the unſavory 
ſalt, that is fit for nought but the dunghill. Look 
to it, barren ſig tree. 7 


And he anſwers laid unto him, Lord, let it alone 
this year alſo, until 1 ſhall dig about it, and dung 
it; and if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then, 
after that, thou ſhalt cut it down, verſe 8, 9. 


g eſe are the words of the dreſſer of the vine» 
| | yard, who. 1 told you, is Jeſus Chriſt, (for 
he made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors.) And 
they contain a petition, preſented to an offended 
Juſtice, praying that a little more time and patience 
might be exerciſed towards the barren cumber | 
* Hg wee. e #4 
In this petition there are fix hives cnfiterable. 
Firſt, That juſtice might be deferred, O that 
4 juſtice might be deferred. Lord, let it alone, dc. 
a while longer. 
Secondly, Here is time prefixed, as a faite to 
try if more means will cure a barren ſig tree. 
Lord, let ĩt alone this year alſb. | 


* 


Thirdly, The means to help it, are propounded, 
until 1 ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 
 Fourthly, Here is alſo an inſinuation of a ſap- 
poſition, that by thus doing, God's expectation may 
be anſwered; and if it bear fruit, well. 

Fifthly, Here is 2 ſuppoſition that the barren fig 
tree may yet abide barren, when Chriſt hath done 
what he will unto it; and if it bear fruit, &c. 

Sixthly, Here is at laſt a reſolution; that if thow 
continue barren, hewing days will come upon thee. 


A 
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Lad if it bear fruit, well; and if not, then after 


* ou ſhalt cut it down. 


But to proceed according to my former me- 


2 had, by way of expoſition. f 


Lord, let it alone this year alſo, 


Here is aRoniſhing grace indeed, aſtoniſhing | 
Hoy L ſay that the Lord Jeſus ſhould concern 
imſelf with a barren fig tree; that he ſhould ſtep _ 
n to ſtop the blow from a barren fig tree, 'True, 
he ſtopt the blow but for a time; but why did be 
ſtop it at all? why did he not ferch out the ax? 
Why did he not do execution? ? why did not he cut 
it down? Barren fig tree, tis well for thee that 


chere is a Jeſus at God's right hand, a Jeſus of that 


largeneſs of bowels, as to have compaſſion for a 
barren fig tree, elſe juſtice had never let thee alone 
to cumber the ground as thou haſt done. When 
Iſrael alſo had ſinned againſt God, down they had 


gone; but that Moſes ſtood in the breach, Exodus: 


32. 10. Let me alone (faith God to him) that I 
may conſume them in a moment, and Iwill make 
of thee a great nation. Barren hg tree, doſt thou 
hear ? Thou knew not how oft the hand of divine 
juſtice hath been up to ſtrike, and how many years 
ſince, thou hadſt been cut down, had not Jeſus 
caught hold of his father's ax. Let me alone, let 
me fetch my blow, or cut it down. why cumbereth - 

it the ground? Wilt thou provoke ſtil] ? Thou haſt 
wearied men, and provoked the juſtice of God; 
And wilt thou weary my God allo ? Iſa. 713. 


Lord, let! it 4 this year, | 
Ja a little longer, let's got Joſe a foul for 


want of means; I will try, I will ſee if 1 can make 
it fruirfu), L will not beg a long life, nor that it 


x - 
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might be barren, and ſo provoke thee; I beg for or 
the ſake of the ſoul, the immortal ſoul, Lord ſpare ſou 


it, one year only, one, one year longer, this year thy 
_ alſo; if I do any good to it, it will be in a little up 
time. Thou ſhalt not be over wearied with wait- art 
Ing; one year, and then. | wo 
Barren fig tree, doſt thou hear what ſtrivin the 
there is between the vine dreſſer and the btn Ju 
man for thy life. Cut it down, ſays one; Lord, 12 
ſpare it, faith another; *tis a cumber ground, faith wy 
the father; one year longer prays the ſon, let it Sa 
alone this year alſo. 8 : be 
5 1 
Vntil I ſhall dig about it, and dung its 2 
The Lord Jefus by theſe words ſuppoſeth two 8⁰ 
things, as cauſes of the want of fruit in a barren 8 
fig tree, and two things he ſuppoſeth as a remedy, 1 
The things that are a cauſe of want of fruit are, t 
1. Tis earth bound; Lord the fig tree is earth . 
—!! | 5 
2. A want of warmer means, of fatter means. " 
Wherefore accordingly he propoundeth. _ 
Firſt, To looſen the earth, to dig about it. 
Secondly, And then to ſupply it with dung; to 
dig about it, and dung it, Lord let it alone this 
year alſo, until I ſhall dig about it. I doubt it is 
too much ground bound; The love of this world, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches, (Luke 14.) lie too 
cloſe to the roots of the heart of this profeſſor. 1 
The love of riches, the love of honours, the love 5 
ol pleaſures ate the thorns that choak the word; . 


1 John 2. 15. 16. For all that is in the world, the 
luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the pride 
of liſe, are not of the Father, but enmity to God. 
How then (where theſe things bind up the heart) 
can there be fruit brought forth to Goc! Barren 
fig tree, ſee how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very 
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Words, ſuggeſteth the cauſe of thy fruitleſneſs ok 
ſoul. The things of this world lie too cloſe to 
thy heart; the earth with its things hath bound 
up thy roots; thou art an earth bound ſoul, thou 
art wrapt up in thick clay. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him; how 
hen can he be fruitful in the vineyard? This kept 
Judas from the fruit of caring for the poor, John 
12. 6. This kept Demas from the fruit of ſelf de- 
nial, 2 Tim. 4. 10. And this kept Ananias and 
Saphira his wife, from the goodly fruit of ſincerity 
and truth, Acts 5. 5, 10. What ſhall I ſay, Theſe 
are fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men in 
deſtruction and perdition; for the love of money is 
the root of all evil, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. How then can 
good fruit grow upon ſuch a root, the root, of all 
evil? Which while ſome covet after, they have er- 
red from the faith, and pierced themſelves through 
with many ſorrows. It is an evil root, nay, it is 
the root of all evil; how then can the profeſſor 
that hath ſuch a root, or a root wrapped up in ſuch 
earthly things, as the luſts and pleaſures, and vani- 
ties of this world, bring forth fruit to Gods 


Until I ſhall (dig) about it. 


Lord, I will looſe his roots, I will dig up this - 
earth, I will lay by his roots bare; my hand ſhall 
be upon him by ſickneſs, by diſappointments, by 
croſs providences; I will dig about him until he 
ftands ſhaking and tottering, until he be ready to 


fall; then, if ever, he will ſeek to take faſter hold. E . 


Thus, I ſay, deals the Lord Jeſus oft times with 
the barren piofeſſor; he diggeth about him, he 
ſmitteth one blow ar his heart, another blow at his 
luſts, a third at his pleaſures, a fourth at his com- 
| forts, another at his ſelf- conceitedneſs; thus he 
diggeth about him; this is the way to take bad 
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earth from his roots, and to looſen his roots from 


the earth. Barren fig tree, ſee here the care, the 


love, the labour and way, which the Lord Jeſus, 

the dreſſer of the vineyard, is fain to take with 

thee, if happily thou maſt be made ftruitfal, 
Until I ſhall-dig about it, and (dung) it. 


As the earth, by binding the roots too cloſely, 


may hinder the trees being fruitful; ſo the want 


of better means may be alſo a cauſe thereof. And 
this is more than intimated by the dreſſer of the 


vine yard, until I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. I 


will ſupply it with a more fruitful miniſtry, with a 


warmer word. I will give them paſtors after mine 


own heart, I will dung them. You know dung is a 


more warm, more fat, more hearty, and ſuccour- 


ing matter, than is commonly the place in which 
trees are plante. | | 

1 will dig about it, and dung it, I will bring it 
under an heart awakening miniſtry; the means of 
grace ſhall be fat, and good, I will alſo viſit it 
with heart awakening, heart warmiog, heart en- 
couraging conſicerations ; I will apply warm dung 
to its roots; I will ſtrive with him by my ſpirit, 
and give him ſome taſtes of the heavenly gift, and 
the power of the world to come, I am loth to loſe 
him for want of digging ; Lord, let it alone this 
year alſo, until I {hall dig about it, and dung it. 


And if it bear fruit, well. 


And if the fruit of all my tabours makes this fig 
tree fruitful, I ſhall count my time, my labour, and 
means well beſtowed upon it; and, thou alſo, O 
my God, ſhall be therewith much delighted; For 


thou art gracious, aud merciful, and repentelt thee 
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| ( i). 
of the evil, which thou threatneſt to bring upon 


2 people, 


Theſe words therefore inform us, that if a bar- 
ren fig tree, a barren profeſſor, ſhall now ar laſt 
bring forth to God, it (hall go well with that pro- 
feſſor, it ſhall go well with that poor ſoul. His 
former barreneſs, his former i of God, his 
abuſe of God's patience and long ſuffering ; his miſ- 
pending year after year, ſhall now all be forgiven 
him. Yea, God the Father, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, will now ' paſs by, and forget all, and ſay, 
well done, at the laſt, When I lay to the wick- 
ed, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he 
then do that which is lawful and right, if he walks 
in the ſtatutes of life, without commirting iniquity, 
he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die, Ezek. 18. 21. 


| Barren fig tree, doſt thou hear? The ax is laid to 


thy roots, the Lord Jcſus prays God to ſpare thee: 
Hath he been digging about thee ? Hath he been 
dunging of thee, O barren fig tree? Now thou art 
come to the point; if thou thalt now become good, 
if thou ſhalt, after a gracious manner, ſuck in the 
goſpel dung, and if thou ſhalt bring forth fruit un- 
to God, well; but if not, the fire is the laſt. Fruit, 
or the ſite; fruit, oc the tire, barren hg tree. If 
it bear fruit, well. 2K 7» 2 


And if not, then, after that, thou ſhalt cutlit down. 


And if not, &c, The Lord by this (if ) giveth us 


to underſtand, that there is a generation of profel- 


{ors in the world, that are incurable, that will nor, 
that cannot repent, nor be profited by the means of 
grace; a generation, I ſay, that will retain a pro- 
feſſion, but will not bring forth friut; a generation 


that will wear out the patience of God, time and 
tide, threatnings and intereeſſions, judgments and 
metcies; and after all will be unfruitful. 
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O the deſperate wickedneſs that is in thy heart! 
O barren profeſſor, doſt thou hear? the Lord je- 

ſus ſtands yet in doubt about thee! There is an 
(if) ſtands yet in the way; I ſay, the Lord jeſus 
ſtands yet in doubt about thee, whether at laſt thou 
wilt be good; whether he may not labour in vain; 
whether his digging and dunging will come to more 
than Joſt labour, I gave her ſpace to repent, and 
ſhe repented not, Rev. 2, 21. I digged about it, 
I dunged it; I gained time, and ſupplied it with 
means; but I laboured in vain, and ſpent my 
ſtrength for nought, and herein in vain. Doſt thou 
hear, barren fig tree? There is yet a queſtion, 
whether it will be well with thy ſoul at laſt? 

There is nothing more exaſperating to the mind 

of man, than to find all his kindneſs and favour 
ſlighted; neither is the Lord Jeſus ſo provoked 
with any thing, as when ſinners abuſe his means of 
grace; if it be barren and fruitleſs under my goſ- 
per; if it turn my grace into wantonneſs; if after 
digging, and dunging, and waiting, it yet remain 
unfruitful, I will let thee cut it down, © 
Goſpel means applied, is the laſt remedy for a 
barren profeſſor; if the goſpel, if the grace of the 
goſpel will not do, there can be nothing expected, 
but cut it downs Then, after that, thou ſhalt cut 
it Gown. | | 

©: Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the 
prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, 
how often would 1 have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not? Therefore your houſes 
are left unto you deſolate, Matth. 23. 37. 38. Yet 
it cannot be, but that this Lord Jeſus, who at ſirſt 
did put a (top to the execution of his father's juſ- 
tice; becauſe he deſired to try more means with 
the fig tree ; 1 ſay, it cannot be, but that an heart 
ſo full of compaſſion, as his is, ſhould: be touched, 
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to behold this profeſſor , muſt now, be cut down 3 
Luke 19. 41, 42. And when he was come near, he 
beheld the city, and wept, over it, ſaying, if thou 
hadſt known, even.thou,.,at leaſt,, in thig thy days 
the things that belong to thy peace, but new: they 
are hid from thine eyes. Sl 238 
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After that, thou ſhalt cut ĩt down. 

nnn 211 Fe 15599: nge! L199 
When Chriſt giyeth thee over, there is no inter- 
ceſſor, no more mediator, no more ſacrifice for fin; 
all is gone but judgment, but the ax, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and ſiery indigna- 
tion, which ſhall. devour the adverſaries, Heh. 10. 
26, 27, 28. | | 5 Wy . 


ne 
Barren fig tree, take heed that thou comeſt not 


of the worm that never dies, and to that fire that 
| G2 | 
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never ſhall be quenched; Heb. 12. 25. See that 
ve reſuſe not him that ſpeaketh; for if they eſca- 
ped not, who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much 
more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from 
him that ſpeaketh from heaven. From this brief 
paſs, through this parable, you have theſe two ge- 
neral obſervations. 

Firſt, That even when the juſtice of God cries 
out, I cannot endure to wait on this barren pro- 
feſſor any longer; then Jeſus Chriſt interceeds for 
a little more patience, and a little more ſtriving 
with this proſeſſor, if poſſible he may make him a 
fruitful profeſſor ; Lord, let it alone this year alſo, 
until .-ſhall-dig about it and dung it; and if it bear 
fruit, well, &c. 

. Secondly, There are ſome profeſſors whoſe day 
of grace will end with cut it down, with judgment; 
when-Chrift by his means hath been uſed for their 
ſalvation. 

The firſt of theſe” oberen I ſhal! paſs, and 
not meddle at all therewith'; box ſhall bricfly ſpeak 
to the ſecond, to wit, 

That there are ome profeſſors, whoſe day of 
grace will end with cut it down, with judgment, 
when Chriſt by his means' hath been uſed for their 
ſalvation. eh 

This the apoſtle e in that third chapter 
of his epiſtle to the Hebrews, where he tells us 
that the people of the Jews after a forty years pa- 
tiepce, and endeavour to do them good by the 
means appointed for that purpoſe, their end was 
to be cut down, or excluded the land of promiſe 
for their final incredulity; ſo we fee they could 
not- enter in, becauſe of unbelief. Wherefore, 
faith he, I was prieved with that generation, and 
ſaid, they do always err in their hearts, and they 
have not known my ways; fol ſware in my wrath, 
they ſhall not enter into my reſt, As who ſhould 
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( 53. ) | 
ſay, 1 would they ſhould have entered-in, and for 
that purpoſe I brought them, out of Egypt, led 
hem through the ſea, and taught them, ia the wil 
derneſs; but they did. not anſwer my work, noc 
deſigns in that matter 3, wherefore, they ſhall not, 
1 ſwear they ſhall not; I ſwore in my Wrath they 


| ſhould not enter into my reſt. Here is cutting 


down. with judgmenr,. So again, chap. 4. be ſaith, 
As I have ſworn in My an if. they, thall-enter 
into my reſt, although the works were finiſhed from 


the foundation of the world, Heb. 4. 2 3, 4. This 
word (if) is the ſame, with (they, ſhall nor) ia 
the 79 beſore. And where he ſaith, al- 
though the works were finiſhed from the foundati- 
on of the world; he giveth us to underſtand, that 
what preparations, ſoe ver are made for he ſalvati · 
on of ſinners, and of how long contiguancs ſoever 
they are, yet ihe God tempting, God provoking, 
and fruitlels profeſſor is like to go without à ſhare 
therein! 'Althopgh the, works were finiſned from 
the, foundation, of the world, Jude. 53. 6. I will 
therefore put you iv remembrance, though, ye once 
knew this, how. that the Lord, haying Javed the 
people out of the land of Egypt, akterwards de: 
Itroyed them that, believed not. And the angels 
that kept not their firſt eſtate, but. leſt theis q 
habitation, he hath. reſerved in evetlaſting chains 
under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the. great 


day. Here is an inſtance to purpoſe, an inſfance 


of men and angels; men ſaved out of che, land of 


Egypt, and in iheir journey towards Canaan, the 


type of heaven, cut down, Angels created and 


placed inthe heavens in great ſtate and prin 185 
801 11 „ II. ; ot + 7.5.2 id > 6 7 
Yer both theſe, Degpule unfrantal 10 Ne 

Places, were cut down . ths men deſtroyed; by” God 
(or fo faith the text), and the angels releryed in 
Sine be chene updsr. darkvalh, Je d een 
4 e great qa ns & 3 Las ybod mil Rais 
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Now, in my handling of this point, I ſhall dif- 
courſe of the eutting down, or the judgment here 
denounced, as it reſpecteth the doing ottit by Cd. 
hand immediately, and that too, with reſpect to his 
caſting them out of the world; and not as it reſpec- 
teth an act of the church, &c. and às to rhis cutting 

down, or judgment, it muſt be concluded, that ix 
cannot be be fore the day of grace be paſt with the 
fig tree, but according to thè obfetyation, there be 
ſome profeſſors whoſe day of grace will end with 
cut it dow; and according ib the words of the 
text, then, after that, thou ſfalt cor it down: after 


Beſides, the giving up of the fig tree, is before 
che execution,” Exècution is not always preſeatly - 
on the ſentence given; for after that a convenient + 
ume is thought on, and theo is charting down; and fo 
ic is here ia the text, the decree, that it ſhall periſh, 
is 3 rom its contionihg früitlefs all the falt 
car,” atid at the end of all endeavours © but cuts 
iy down is not yer, for that comęs with an afters 
word; Wen after that thou Niaft tar it down 
- $6 theh, that Tay orderly proceed with the ob. 
Tefyativn;1 mut lay down thefe civo*propofitions, ” 
* robe f. ee ee. with 
Poe en dee God takes them out of thils world. 
9 - 7 ; Se 2 „JJ . as Dole cs 7s 
' | Propeli. 2 The death, or cutting down of fich 
met, Wil de dreadful. Fot this eur it down, when 
ix doiderſiogd io the Agen Tels, (as here indeed 


ir 0 ir ſhewerh,” nok only the wrath of God 
spainit'a-man's life in this work, Bit. big-warath as 
gaiaſt him body and ſoul; and is as much as ro fay,. 


6 4 
cut bim off from all the priviledges and benefits 
that come by grace, both in this world, and that 
Which m | 

But to proceed, the day of grace ends with ſome 
men before God taketh them out of this world, 
I ſhall give you ſome inſtances of this, and ſo go 
on te the laſt propoſition, 1 N 

Firſt, 1 ſhall inſtance in Cain Cain was a profeſ- 
ſor, (Gen. 4. 3.) a ſacrificer, a worſhiper of God, 
yea the firſt worſhipper that we read of after the 
fall; but his grapes were wild ones, Gen. 4. 5, 8. 
his works were evil, he did not do what he did 
from true goſpel motives; therefore God diſallow- 
ed his work. At this his countenance falls; where - 
fore he envies his brother, diſputes him, takes his 
opportunity and kills him. Now in the day he did 
this act, were the heavens cloſed up againſt him, 
and that himſelf did ſmartingly and fearfully feel, 
- when God made inquiſition 5 the blood of Abel: 
and now curſed (faith God) ſhalt thou be from the 
earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother's blood from thy hand, &c. Gen. 4. 8, 11, 
I2, 13, 14: and Cain ſaid, my puniſhment is great- 
er than I can bear; mine iniqliuity is greater than it 
may be forgiven. Behold.” thou haſt driven me our 
this day from the face of the earth; and from thy 
face ſhall I be hid. Now thou art curſed ſaith God. 
Thou haſt driven me out this day, faith Cain, and 
from thy face ſhall 1 be hid; I ſhail never more 
have hope in thee, ſmile from thee, nor expect mer- 
cy at thy hand. Thus therefore Cain's day of grace 
ended, and the heavens, with God's own heart, 
where ſhut up againſt him; yet, after this, he lived 
long, Gen 4. 10. cutting down was not come yet; 
after this he lived to marry a wife, v. r7. to beget 
a curſed brood, to build a city, (and what not?) 
all which could not be quickly done: wherefore 
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( 56 ) 
Csin might live after the day of grace was paſt 
with him, ſeveral hundred years. | 
Secondly I ſhall inſtance in Iſhmael, Gen. 17. 
25. 26. Iſhmael was a profeſfor, was brought up 
11 Abraham's family, and was circumciſed at thir- 
teen years of age, Gen. 16. 12. but he was the fon 
cf the bond-woman, he brought not forth good 
fruit, he was a wild profeſſor: ſor all his religion, 
he would ſcoff at thoſe that were better than himſelf. 
Well, upon a day his brother Iſaac vas weaned, 
at which time his father made a feaſt, and rejoiced 
before the Lord, for that he had given him the 
promiſed ſon; at this Iſhmael mocked them, their 
fon, and Godly-rejoicing. Then came the ſpirit 
of God upon Sarah, and ſhe cried, caſt him out, 
caſt out this bond-woman and her ſon ; for the ſon 
of this bond woman Hall not be heir with my ſon, 
with Iſaac, Gen. 21. 9, 10, 11. Now Paul to the 
Galatians, (chap. 4. 29, 30, 31.) makes this caſting 
Qut to be. not only a caſting out of Abraham's fa« 
mily, but a caſting out alſo form a lot with the ſaints 
in heaven. Alſo Moſes giveth us a notable proof 
thereof, in ſaying, that when he died, he was ga- 
thered to his people, Gen. 25. 17- his people by 
the mother's ſide, for he was reckoned from her, 
the ſon of Hagar, the ſon of the bond - woman. 
Now ſhe was deſcended from the Egyptians, Gen. 
21. 9. ſo that he was gathered when, he died, not» 
withſtanding his profeſſion, to the place that Pha- 
rach and his hoſt were gathered to, who , were 
drowned in the Red Sea; theſe were his people, 
and he was of them, both by nature and diſpoſition, 
by perſecutiag as they did. But now, when did 
the day of grace end with this man? obſerve, and 
I will ſhew you: | iſhmael was thirteen years old 
when he was circumciſed : and men was Abraham 
pinety years old and nine, Gen. 17 24, 25, 26. 
The next year Iſaac was born, fo that Iſimael was 
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fp (Gen. 3 3141, K 32, 6. 2d "when he re- 
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155 Gun. 35. 28, 20 he miglit live, aboys forty, 
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tach, that thereby he may be capable G tteaſare 
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n propoſition, namely, that the day of grace ends 


< with ſome men, before God takes them out of 
„this world.” 

Now then to ſhew you, by ſome ſigns, how you. 
may know that the day of grace is ended, or near 
to ending with the barren profellor; and after that, | 
thou ſhalt cut it down, 

iſt, He that hath ſtood it out againſt God, and 
withitood all thoſe means for fruit, that God uſed 
for the making of him, if it might have been a 
fruitful tree in his garden, is in this danger; and 
this indeed is the ſum of the parable. The fig- 
tree here, mentioned; was bleſſed with the applica-. 
tion'of means, had time allowed it to receive the 
rouriſhment; but it outſtood, withitood, overſtood, 
all, all that the huſband-man or the vioe-dreiicr did, 


þ 


Signs of being paſt grace. 


But a little diſtiaQly to particularize. in Es or 
five par ticulars, 

{t Sign, The day of grace is like to be paſt, 
when a profetior hath withſtood, abuſed, and worn 
our God's patience ; then he is in danger, this is a 
provocation; then God cries, cut it down. There 


are ſome men that ſteal into a profeſſion, no body 
knows how; even as this fi ig tree was brought into 


the vineyard, by other hands than God's: and there 


they abide lifeleſs, graceleſs, careleſs, and without 
Perhaps they 


any good conſcience to Cod at all. 
came in for the loaves, for a trade, for credit, for 
a blind; or it may be to ſtifle and choak the checks, 
and grinding pangs of an awakened and diſquiered 
conſcience. ' Now having obtained their purpoſe, 
like the ſinners of Sion, they are at eaſe, and ſecure; 


ſaying, like Agag, 1 Sam. 15, 32. ſurely the bitter- 


neſs of death is palt; I am well, ſhall be ſaved, 
and go to > heaven: thus in theſe vain conceits it 
C6 
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ſpends a year, two or three; not remembring that, 
at every ſeaſon of grace, and at every opportunity 


of the goſpel, the Lord comes ſeeking fryjt, well, 


ſinner, well, barren fig tree, this is but a coarſe be- 
ginning: God comes forth. What have I, here, 
faith God ? what a fig tree is this, that hath ſtood, 
this vear in my vineyard, and brought me forth no 
frrit? 1 will cry unto him, Profeſſor, barren fig 
1 be fruitſul: 1 Took for fruit, I expect fruit, I 
have fruit, therefore bethink thyſelf. At 
hat: the profeſſor paufes; but theſe are words, not 
blows, therefore off goes this conſideration from 
the heart. When God comes the next year, he 
finds him ſtill as he was, a barren, fruitleſs, cum- 
ber- ground. And now again he complains, here 
are two years gone, and no fruit appears: well, I 
will defer mine anger for my name ſake ; Iſai 48. 
o. | will defer mine anger for my praiſe, I will 
refrain from thee, that F cut thee not off, as yet I 
will wait, I will yet wait to be gracious. But this 
helps not, this hath not the leaſt influence upon the 
barren fig tree; tuſh, faith he, heeds. no threatn- 
ing; God is merciful, he will defer his anger, Iſai. 
30. 18. he waits to be pracious ; I am not yet a- 
traid. O how do ungodly men that creep una- 
wares into the 1 75 ard, turn the grace of our God 
into Jafciviouſneſs! well, he comes the third yeat 
for fruit, as he did before, but ſtill he finds but a 
barren fg tree: no fruit: now he cries out again, 
O thou dreſſer of my vineyard, come hither, here's 
a 6g tree hath flood theſe three years in my vine» 
yeard, and hath, at every ſeaſon diſappointed my 
expectation, for I have look'd for fruit in vain ; 


cut it down, my patience is worn out, I ſhall wait 
on this fig tree no longer. 


2. And now he begins to ſhake the fig tree with 


his threatning ; fetch gut the ax. Now the ax is 
death, death therefore | is called for ; death, come 
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ach, heart · ach, back- ach, ſhortneſs of breath, faĩin- 


- gain, you would be as bad as you was before, and 


n 3 
ſmite me this ſig tree. And withall the Lord ſhakes 
this ſinner, and whirls him upon a ſick bed, ſaying. 
take him death, he hath abuſed my patience and 
forbearance, not remembring that it ſhould have led 
him to repentance, and to the fruits thereof, Death, 
fetch away this fig tree to the fire, fetch away this 
barren profeſſor to hell. At this, death comes with 
grim looks into the chamber ; yea, and hell follows: 
with him to the bed-ſide, and both ſtare-this pro- 
ſeſſor in the face, yea begins to day hands, upon him, 
one ſmitting him with pains in his body, with head- 
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ting, qualms, trembling of joints, ſtopping at the 
cheſt, and almoſt all the ſymptoms of à man paſt 
all recovery. Now while death is thus tormenting. * 
the body, hell is doing with the mind and conſci- 
ence, ſtriking the with its pains, caſting ſparks of 
fire in thither, wounding with forrows and fears 
of everlaſting damnation, the ſpirit of this poor 
creature; and now he begins to bethink himſelf, 
and to cry to God for mercy; Lord, ſpare me- 
Lord, ſpare me. Nay, ſaith Cod, you have been a 
provocation to me theſe three years. How many 
times have, you diſappointed me how many ſeaſons 
have you fpent in vain ? how many ſermons and o- 
ther mercies did I of my patience afford you? but to 
no purpoſe at all; take him! death. O good 
Lord, ſaith the ſinner, ſpare me but this once; raiſe 
me but this once, Indeed I have been a barren pro- 
feſſor, and have ſtood to no purpoſe at all in thy 
vineyard ; but ſpare ! O ſpare this one time, I be- 
ſcech thee, and I will be better, Away, away, you 
will not; I have tried you theſe three years al- 
ready, you are nought; if I ſhould recover you a- 


all this talk is while death ſtands by. The ſinner 


cries apain, good Lord, try me this once, Jet me 
get up again this once, and fee if I de nat mend. 
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( 62 ) 


But will you promife me to mend? yes indeed, 


Lord, and vow it too, I will never be ſo bad again, 


I will be better. Well, ſaith Cod, death, let this 
profeſſor alone for this time; I will try him a 
while longer, he hath promiſed, he hath vowed, 
that he will amend bis ways; it may be he will 
mind to keep his]|promifes. Vows are ſolemn things, 


it may be he may fear to break his vows. Ariſe 


from off thy bed. And now Cod lays down his ax, 


At this the poor creature is very thankful, praiſes 
Cod, and fawns upon him; ſheus as if he did it 


heartily, and calls to others to thank him too, he 


therefore riſeth, as one would think, to be a new 
creature indeed. But by that time he hath put on 
his clothes, is come down from his bed, and ven- 
_ tured into the yard or ſhop, and there ſees how all 
things are gone to ſixes and ſevens, he begins to 
have ſecond thoughts, and ſays to his folks what 
have you all been doing? how are all things out of 
order? I am I cannot tell what behind hand; one 
may ſee if a man be but a little a fide, that you 
have neither wiſdom nor prudence to order things, 
And now, inſtead of fecking to ſpend the reſt of hiz 
time to Cod, he doubleth his diligence after this 
world; alas! all muſt not be Joſt, we muſt have 
provident care, And thus quite forgetting the ſor- 
rows of death, the pains of hell, the promiſes and 
vows which he made to God to be better; becauſe 
judgment was not, now, ſpeedily executed, there- 
fore the heart of this poor creature is fully ſet in 
him to do evi. 1 | | 

3. Theſe things proving ineffectual, Cod takes 
hold of his ax again, ſends death to a wife, to a 
child, to his cattle, your young men have J ſlain, 
and taken away your horſes, Amos 4. 9, 20. I will 
blaſt him, croſs him, diſappoint him, and caſt him 
down; and will ſet myſelt againſt him, in all that 
he putteth his land unto, At this the poor barren 
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profelſor-ciies out agaio, Lord, I have'ſinned,/ſpare 


me once more, I beleech thee. O take ——_ 
is 


the deſite of mine eyes; ſpare my children, bleſt 
me in my labours, and 1 will mend and be better! 
no, faith Gh, you lied to me laſt time, 1 Will truſt 
you in thisno longer; and withal, tumbles the wife, 
the child, the eſtate, into a grave. And then re- 
turns to his place, till this profeſſor more unfeigned- 
Iy acknewledge his offence, Hoſ. 5 14, 17. 
At this the poor creature is afflicted and diſtreſ- 

fed, rends his clothes, and begins to call the break - 

ing of his promiſe and vows to mind ; he mourns 
and prays, and like Ahab, à while walks ſoftly, at 

the remembrance of the juſtneſs of the hand of God 
vpon bim. And now he renews his promiſes, Lord, 
try me this one time more, take off thy hand and 

fee; they go far that never turn. Well, God ſpar- 
eth him again, ſets down the ax again ; many times 
he did deliver them, but they provoked him with 
their counſels, and were brought low for their ini. 
quities, Pſal. 106. 43. Now they ſeem to be thank 
jul again, and are as if they were re ſolved to be 
godly indeed. Now they read, they pray, they go 
to meetings, and ſeem to be ſerious a pretty while, 
but at laſt they forget; their luſts prick them, ſui - 
table temptations preſent themſelves; whetefore 
they turn to their own crooked ways again, Plal, 

78. 34, 36+ When he ſlew them, then they ſought 
him, and returned early after God ; en 
they did flatter him with their mouth, and unto 


£ 3 


them with their tongue. 3 125 
4. Vet again, the Lord will not leave this pro- 
feſſor, but takes ap his ax again, and puts him un- 
der a more heart-fearching miniſtry, a miniſtry that 
ſhall fearch him, and turn him over and over; a 
miniſtry that hall meet with him, as Elijah met 
with Abab, in all his acts of wickedneſs, and now 
the ax is laid to the roots of the tree. Beſides, 


| C. 64 ) | 
Lis miniſtry doth not only ſearch the heart but 
preſents the ſinner, with the golden rays of the 
glorious goſpel; now in Chriſt. ver ſet forth evi- 
dently, now is grace diſplayed ſy 

are the promiſes broken like boxes of ointment to 
the perfuming of the whole room. But, alas! there 
is yet no fruit on this ſig tree. While his heart is 
ſearching. he wrangles; while the glotious grace, 
of the goſpel is vnveiling, this profeſſor wags and is 
wantor, gathers up ſome ſcraps thereof, taſtes the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks in the rain that comes 
oft upon him, ver. 7. but biiygeth not, forth fruit 
meet for him whofe goſpel it is: r. 8. takes nn 
heed to walk in the {aw of the Lord God of Iſracl 
with all his heart, 2 Kings 10. 31. but counts that 
the glory of the goſpel conſiſt in tall; and ſhew, and 
that our cbedience thereto it is a,matter of ſpecu: 
lation; that good works ly in good words; and if 
they can finely talk, they think they bravely pleaſe 
God. They think the kingdom of God confilts 
only in word. not in power; and thus proves.inef> 
fectual this fourth means, alſo, * | 


13 94800 

5. Well, pow the ax begios to be heaved higher; 
for now indeed God is ready to ſmite the finner ; 
vet befcre he will ſtrike the ſlroke, he will try one 
way more at the laſt, and if that miſſcth, doun goes, 
the fig tree. Now this laſt way, is to tug and ſtrive 
with this profeſſor by his ſpirit. Wherefore the; 
ſpirit of the Lord is now come to him, but not al- 
ways to ſtrive with men, Gen. 6. 8. yet for ſome 
while he will ſtrive with him, he will awaken, he 


of 


will *convince, he will call to remembrance former. 


ſins, former judgments, the breach. of former. yows 
and promiſes, the miſpending of former days ; he 
will alſo preſent perſwafive arguments,  encourag-, 
ing promiſes, Jreadful jadgments, the ſhortneſs of, 


time torepent io, and tat there is hope if he comes, 


135 etly NOW, now = 
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XZ Further de will ſhew him the certainty. of death, 
and judgment to come; yea, he will pull and ſtrive 
with this ſinner, But, behold, the miſehief now 


lies here, here is tugging and ſtriving on both ſides. 


The {pirit convinces, man turns a deaf ear to God; 
the ſpirit ſaith, receive my inſtruction and live; but 
the man pulls away his ſhoulder; the ſpirit ſhews 


| him whether he is going. but the man cloſeth his 


eyes againſt it; the ſpuit offereth violence, the 
man ſtrives and reliſts ; they have done deſpite un- 
to the ſpirit of grace, Heb. 10 29. The ſpirit par- 
lieth a ſecond. time, and urgeth reaſons of a new 


nature; but the ſinner anſwers, no; I have loved 
"+ ſtrangers, and after them will I go, At this God's 


fury comes up into his face, now he comes out of 
his holy place, and is terrible; now, he ſweareth 
in his wrath, they ſhall never enter into his reit; 
I exerciſed towards you my patience, and ſmote 
you in your perſon, relations, and eſtate, yet you 


have not turned to me, ſaith the Lord. In thy 
filthineſs is lewdneſs; becauſe I haye purged thee, 


and thou wall not purged, thou ſhalt not be purged 
from thy filthineſs any more, till I cauſe my fury to 
reſt upon thee, Ezek. 24. 13. Cut it down, Why 
cumbereth it the ꝑrauudddʒ ! 3 

The ſecond ſign, that ſuch a profeſſor is almoſt, 


if not quite paſt grace, is, when God hath giren 


him over, or lets him alone, and ſuffers him to do 
any thing, and that without controul, and helpeth 
him not, either in works of holineſs, or in ſtraits 
and difficulties,. Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him alone, Hoſ, 4. 17; Wo be to them when I, de- 
part from them. I will laugh at their calamities, 
and will mock when their fear cometh, Proverbs 
24 | 28. 7 2 1 0 Run gen , L 
Barren fig tree, Thou haſt heretofore been dig- 
ged about and dunged, God's mattowlk hath here. 
tofore been at thy roots, goſpel dung hath hereto» 
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( 66 } 1 
fore been applied to thee; thou halt heretofore 
been ſtrove with, convinced; awakened, made to 
taſte and ſee, and cry, O the blefſedneſs! Thou 
-haſt heretofore been met with under the word; 
thy heart hath melted, thy ſpirit hath fallen, thy 
ſoul: hath trembled, and thou haſt felt ſomething | 
of the power of the goſpel, But thou haſt fin- 
ned; thou haſt provoked the eyes of his glory, thy 
iniquity is found to be hateful; and now perhaps 
God hath left thee, given thee up, and lets thee 
alone. Heretofore thou waſt tender, thy conſci- h 
"ence ſtartled at the temptation to wickedneſs, for f 
thou wert taken off from the pollutions of the 1 
world, through the knowledge of our Lord and ſa - 1 0 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 22, 23, But that 
very vomit that once thou wert turned from, now © | 
thou lappeſt up (with the dog in the proverb) a- 
gain, and that very mire that once thou ſeemeſt to 1 
be waſhed from, thou art now tumbling in afreſ. 
But to particularize, there are three ſigns of | 
man's being given over by God. 4 
1. When he is let alone in ſinning, when the 
reins of his luſts are loofed, and he given up to | 
them. And even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God pave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which are not 
convenient; being filled with all untighteouſneſs, 
Rom. r. 28, 29. Seeſt thou à man that heretofore 
nad the knowledge of God, and ſome awe of ma- 
jeſty upon him? 1 ſay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one, ſpor- 
ting himſelf in his own deceivings, Rom. 1. 30, 31. 
turning the grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, 
and walking after his own ungodly luſts? His 
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and 
his damnation flumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 13. Doſt 
thou hear; barren profeſſor ? It is aſtoniſhing to ſee 
how thoſe that once ſeemed ſons of the morning, 
and were making preparations for eternal life, now 
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Te at laſt (for the rottenneſs of their hearts, by the 
judgment of God) permitted, being paſt feeling 
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work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Eph.' 4; 183 
= pel days; againſt whom Peter, and Jude, and John 
pronounced the heavy judgment of God. Peter 
and Jude couple them with the fallen angels, 2 Pet. 
4. 3, 4, 5, 6, J. and prayer is forbid to be made 
for them, becauſe that is happened to them that 
happened to the angels that fell, Jud. v. 6. Who 
for forſaking their fuſt ſtate; and leaving their own 
2 habitation, are reſerved in chains under everlaſting 
» darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day 


666.3 | | 


to give themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to 


19. A great number of ſuch were in the ſirit got- 


1. Theſe are beyond all mercy. 2. They are 
beyond all promiſes.” 3. Beyond all hopes of res 
pentance, 4. They have no interceſſor, nor any 
more ſhare in a ſacriſice for ſin, 5. There remains 
nothing but a feartal looking for of judgment“ 
Wherefore, 6. They are the true fugitives and va- 
gabonds, that being left of God, of Chriſt, of 
grace, and of the promiſe, and being beyond all 
hope, wander and ſtagger to and fro, even as the 
devil their aſſociate, until their time ſhall come tio 
die, or until they deſcend into Battle and periſnu- 
2. Wherefore they let alone in hearing. if 
theſe at any time come under the word, there is 
for them no God, no favour af the means of grace, 
no ſtirtings of heart, no pity for themſelves, no 
love f6r their own ſalvation.“ Let them 180k on 
this hand or that, thete they ſee ſuch effects of the 
world in others as produce ſigus of repentance, and 
love 'to God and his Chriſt. Theſe men- only have 
their backs bowed down alway, Rom. II. 16. 
Theſe men only have thibir ſpirit of ſlumber, eyes 
that they ſhould not fee, and ears that they ſhould 
not hear to this very day. Wherefore as they go 
to the place of the holy; ſo they come from the 
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place of the holy, and ſoon are forgotten in the We 
places where they ſo did, Ecel. 8. 10. Only they 
reap this damage, they treaſpre up wrath again{t ih 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous | 1 
judgment of God, Rom. 2. 3, 4, 5. Look to it, 
barren profeſſor. E: 
3. If he be viſited after the common way of man- 
kind, either with ſickneſs; diſtreſs, or any kind of bi 
calamity, ſtill no God appears, no ſanctifying hand w 
of Ged, no. ſpecial mercy is mixed with the afflic- n 
tion. But he falls ſick, and grows well, like the 1 * 
beaſt; or is under 1 as Saul, who, when be | 2 
was engaged by the Philiſtines, was forſaken. ang a 
left by God; 1 Sam. 28.-4, 5; 6. And the Phili-— 
ſtines gathered themſelves together, and came and 7 
1 
| 


pitched.in Shunem ; and Saul gathered all Iſrael 
together, and they came and. pitched in Gilboa; 
and when Saul ſaw the hoſt of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and his heatt greatly trembled. And 
when Saul enquired of the Lord, the Lord anſwer- 
ed him no more, neither by dream, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets. The Lord anſwered him no 
more, he had done with him, caſt him off, and re- 
jected him, and left him to ſtand and fall with his 
ſins by himſelf. But of this more in the Socha, 
therefore I here forbear. 

4. Theſe men may go Whether they. vill, do 
what they will; they may range from opinion to 
opinion, from notion, 30 notion, from ſect to {e&, 
but are ſtedſaſt no where, they are left to their 
own, uncertainties ;,they have not grace to eſtabliſh 
their hearts; and though ſome of them have boaſt» 
ed themſelves of this liberty, yet Jude calls, them 
wander ing ſtars, 30 whom is relerved the blackneſs 
of darkneſs, for ever, ver: 13. They are left as 
1 ſaid to be fugitives and vagabonds in the earth, 
10 wander every where, bat to abide no where, 
until they ſhall deloagh to their own place, Ads 1. 
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Rc. wich Cain and Judas, men of the ſame fate with 
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c themſelves. 7 iD 

y Acchird fign, that ſuch a profeſſor is quite paſt 

it grace, is, when his heart is grown ſo hard, ſo ſtony 

s and impenetrable, that nothing will pierce it. Bar- 

t, ren fig tree, doſt thou conſider? A hard and im- 
penitent heart is the curſe of God. A heart that 


cannot repent, is inſtead of all plagues at once; and 
f hence it is that God ſaid of Pharoah, Exod. g. 14. 
1 F# wheo he ſpake of delivering him up in the great- 
- = neſs of his anger, I will at this time ſend all my 
c # plagues upon thy heart, | at 

© To ſome men that have grievouſly ſinned under 
1a profeſſion of the goſpel, Cod giveth this token of 
his diſpleaſure; they are denied the power of re- 
1 | pentance, their heart is bound; they cannot repent; 
| ii is impoſſible that they ſhould repent, ſhould they 


live a thouſand years; it is impoſſible for theſe fall» 
aways to be renewed again unto repentance, ſeeing 
they crucify to themſelves the ſon of God afreſh, 
and put him to open ſhame, Heb. 6.4, 5, 6. Now 
to have the heart fo hardened, ſo judicially hard- 
ned, is as a bar put in by God againſt the ſalvati- 
on of this ſinner, This was the burden of Spira's 
complaint, I cannot do it, O now I cannot do it. 
This man ſees what he hath done, what ſhould 
belp him, and what will become him, yet he can- 
not repent ;' he pulled away his ſhoulder before, 
he ſtopped his ears before, he ſhut up his eyes be- 
fore, and in that very poſture God left him, and 
ſo he ſtands to this very day, I have fancied that 
Lot's wife when 4urned into a pillar of ſalt, Gen. 
19. 26. ſtood yet looking over her ſhoulder, or 
elſe with her face toward Sodom; as the judg- 
ment caught her, ſo it bound her, and left her a 
monument of God's anger to after generations. 

We read of fome that are feared with an hot 
iron, and that are paſt feeling; for ſo ſeared per- 


685 
ſons in ſeared parts are. Their conſcience is ſear» 
ed, 1 Tim. 4. 2. The conſcience is the thing that 
muſt be touched with feeling, fear, and remorſe, 
if ever any good be done with the ſinner. How 
then can any good he done to thoſe whoſe conſci- 
ence is worſe than that, that is faſt aſſeep in fin? 
" Fph+: 4. 19. For that conſcience chat is faſt aſleep 


may yet be effectually awakened and ſaved; but 


tliat conſcience that is ſeared, dried, as it were, 
into a cinder, can never have any ſenſe, feeling, 
or the leaſt regrete in this world. Barren fig tree, 
hearken, judicial hardening is dreadful. | There is 
a difference betwixt the hardneſs of heart that is 
incident to all men, and that which comes upon 
ſome as a ſignal or ſpecial judgment of God; and 
although all kind of hardneſs of heart, in ſome 
ſenſe, may be called a judgment, yet to be hard- 
ned with this ſecond kind, is a. judgment peculiar 
only to them that periſh; an hardneſs that is ſent 
as a puniſhment for the abuſe of light received, for 
a reward of apoſtacy. 

This judicial hardneſs is diſcovered from that 
Which is incident to all men, in theſe particulars; 

1. It is an hardneſs coming after ſome great 


light received; becauſe of ſome great ſin commit- 


ted again(t the light, and the grace that gave it; 
Such hardneſs as Pharoah had, after the Lord had 
wrought wonderfully before him; ſuch hardneſs as 
the Gentiles had, an hardneſs that darkned the 
heart, an wartinefs which made their minds repro- 
bate. This hardneſs is alſo the ſame with that the 
Hebrews. are . cautioned. to beware of, Heb 3. 7. 
Kc. an hardneis that is cauſed by unbelief, and de- 
parting from the living God; an bardneſs complea- 
ted through the deceitfulnefs of ſing ſuch as that 
in the provocation, of whom God ſware, that they 
ſhould not enter into his reſt. Twas this kind of 
hardneſs alſo that boch Cain, Iſhmael and Eſau 
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E were 1 with after they had committed their 
| peu tranſgreſſions. | 


It is the greateſt kind of hardneſs, wind 1 405 


it i ſaid to be harder than a rock, Jer. 5. 3. or 
than an adamant, Zech. 7. 13. that is, harder than 
a flint; ſo hard that nothing can enter. 


3. It is an hardnels given in much atiger; bd 
that to dad the ſoul up in an RY of re- 


4. It is an hardneſs therefore that is incorable; of 
which a man mult die and be damned. Barren 
proſeſſor, hearken to this. 0 

A fourth ſign that ſuch a profeſſon's is quite alt 


grace, is, when he fortifies his hard heart again(t 
the tenor of God's word, Job 9. 4. This is called, 
hardening themſelves againſt God, and turning of 
[F tbe ſpirit againſt him. As thus, when after a pro- 
feſſion of faith in the Lord Jeſus, and of the doc= 


trine that is according to godlineſs, they ſhall em- 
bolden themſelves in courſes of fin, by promiſing 
themſelves that they ſhall have life and ſalvation 
notwithſtanding. Barren profeſſor, hearken to this. 
This man is called, Deut. 29. 18. A root that 
beareth gall and wormwood, or a poiſonful herb; 
ſuch. an one is abominated of God, yea the abhor- 
red of his ſoul; for this man faith, ver. 19. L ſhall 
have peace, though I walk in the imagination or 
ſtubbornneſs of my heart, to add drunkenneſs to 
thirſt; an opinion flat againſt the whole word of 
God, yea againſt the very nature of God himſelf. 
Wherefore he adds, Deut 19. 20. The anger of 
the Lord, and his jealouſy, ſhall ſmoak againſt that 
man; and all the curſes that are written in God's 
book ſhall lie upon him, and God ſhall blot out” his 
name from under heaven! 

Yea, that man ſhall not fail to be effedually de- 
nn rer. 24. * he LOO: _m avon that | 


„ 


man unto evil, out of all the tribes of Iſrael, accor- I 


ding to all the curſes of the covenant. 52 
He ſhall ſeparate him unto evil; he ſhall give 


him up, he ſhall leave him to his heart; he ſhall | 
ſeparate him to that, or thoſe that will aſſuredly i 


be too hard for him. 


Now this judgment is effected when God has | | 
given a man up unto ſatan, and given ſatan leave, 
without fail, to compleat his deſtruction. I ſay, | 


when God has given ſatan leave effectually to com- 


pleat his deſtruction; for all that are delivered up 


unto ſatan, have not, nor do not come to this end. 


But that is the man, whom God ſhall ſeparate to 
evil, and ſhall leave in the hands of ſatan, to com- 


pleat, without fail, his deſtruction. 


Thus he ſerved Ahab, a man that ſold himſelf |; 
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to work wickedneſs in God's ſight, 1 Kings 22. 25. 
And the Lord ſaid, who ſha}l perſuade Ahab, that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth · Gilead? And one 


ſaid on this manner, and another ſaid on that man- 


ner; and their came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood be- 


fore the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſuade him, 
1 Kings 22. 20, 21, 22. And the Lord ſaid unto 
him, wherewith ? and he ſaid, I will go forth, and 
be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he ſaid, thou ſhait perſuade him, and prevail 
alſo; go forth and do fo. Thou ſhalt perſuade 


him, and prevail; do thy will, I. leave him in thy 


hand; go forth, and do fo, | | 
Wherefore in theſe judgments, the Lord much 


concerns himſelf for the management thereof, be- 


cauſe of their provocation of him: I his is the man, 
whoſe ruin contriveth, and bringeth to paſs by his 
on contrivance. I will chuſe their deluſions for 
them; I will bring their fears upon them, Iſai. 66. 
4. I will chuſe their devices, or the wickedneſs 


that their heart contive, I, even l, will cauſe them 


to be accepted of, and delightful to them, But 
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who are they that muſt thus be ifeared ? Why, 


thoſe among profeſſors, that have choſen their own 
ways, whoſe ſoul delights in their own abominati 
ons. 


1 truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteoulneſs. 


God ſhall ſend them; it is a great word; yea, God 


| ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions; deluſions that 
ſhall do, that ſhall make them believe a lie. Why 
= ſo? That they all might be damned, every one of 
them, who believed not che truth, but had plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. 5. 10, 11, 12. 


There is nothing more provoking to the Lord, 


truhan for a man to promiſe, when God threatneth; 


for a man to be light of conceit, that he ſhall be 
ſafe, and yet to be more wicked than in former 
days; this man's ſoul abhors the truth of God, no 
marvel therefore if God's foul abhors him; he has 
invented a way contrary to God, to bring about his 
own ſal vation; no marvel, therefore, if God invent 
a way to bring about his damnation. And ſeeing 
theſe rebels are at this point, we ſhall have peace; 
God will ſee whoſe word ſhall ſtand; his or theirs. 
A A fifth ſign of a man being paſt grace, is, when 


he ſhall at this ſcoff, and inwardly grin, and fret 


againſt the Lord, ſecretly purpoſe to continue his 
courſe, and put all to the venture, deſpiſiog the 
meſſengers of the Lord. He chat deſpiſed Moſes's 
law, died without mercy: of how much ſorer pu- 


niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he- be thought worthy, 
who hath tredden under, foot the ſon of God? &c. 


Heb. 1 8. 28. . 


. Wherefore againſt theſe deſpiſers God hos ſet | 


himſelt, and foretold, that they ſhall not believe, 
but periſu, Behold ye deſpiſers, wonder, and pe- 
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Becauſe they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be ſaved; for this cauſe God ſhall 
| ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe 
a lie, that they all might be damned, who believe 
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ah; for 1 ven 2 work in your days, ehe 
ſhall in no wiſe believe; though a man declate ir 
unto vou, Acts 13741. ien I 918] 14 1898 „ 
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Alter dar, Wen ſhalt cat it down, _ 
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T ah fav we 8 Weste of the! barre 52 tree, 


or fruitlels profeſſ6r; with ſome ſigns to know him 


by; whereto are added alſo ſome ſigns of thoſe 
who neither wilt or can, by any means, be fruitful, 
but muſt miſerabiy p eriſh. Now being come to the 


ume of execution, Talk ſpeak a word to that al- 


fo, after that thou ſhalt cut it down; Chriſt at laſt 
turns the barren fig tree over to the juſtice of God; 


ſhakes his hands of him, and 5 peg Kim Up" 0 tho 


fire- for his an enprofitablencſs.” 
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Thou halt cut it down. 7 Em 508 


—- 


5 - * 4 440 , * 4 
„„ „„ c % 3 Ar ge Tf #33 IS4 W's wit 


* wo per ate to be confideted, i 1 3294 1 
1. The executioner, Thou, the great; the dread- 
ful, the eternal God. Theſe words, thereſore; 
as 1 have already ſaid, ſignify that Chriſt the medi- 
ator, through whom: alone ſalvation comes, atd-by 


whom alone execution hath been deferred, how 


giveth up the ſoul, forbears to ſpeak one ſyllable 
more for him, or to do the leaſt act of grace ur- 
ther, to try for his recovery; but delivers him up 
to that fearful diſpenſation, to falli into the hands of 
the living God, Heb. 10. 53. 9 

2. The ſecond to be conlideded;" is, the joſtru- 
ment by which this, execution is done, and: that is 
death, compared here to an ax; and foraſmuth as 
the tree is not felled at one blow; therefore the 
ſtrokes are here continued, till all thi blows be 
ſtruck that are requiſite for its felling; - for now 
cuttiog time, and cutting work is come, cutting mult 
be his — till he be 'out down, Alter that 
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| alfb out of the world;at once. But this ax,ignew- 


the law, by a formal - profeſſion, and therefore 
== muſt, and will make deep gaſhes, -not/only in,th 
natural life, bur in-the-heart and conſoienee alſo of 
his profeſſor; the wages of fin is death, the ſting: 


not to this man as he doth to ſaiats, muzaled or 
= without his ſting, but with open mouth, in all his 
ſtireugth; yea, he ſends. his firſt-born, which, is 
guilt, to dexgur his ſtrengthi and to bring 4 im to 
the. kiog of terrors, Job 18. 19:84» 70: delbus bas 


2 ſore amazement anto him; for fear ſhall be in 


8 9 7 
thou malt cut it don. Death, I ay, is the ax; 
trat Qod often uſes, here with to take the harren 
fig tree qut of the vine yard, out of a profeſſion, and 


grind, it cometh well edged to the roots of this, 
barten fig tree. It hath been whetted by ſin, by. 


of deach is fin, 1 Cor. Whberęfore death comes 


- Bur to give you, in a few particulars, the mannge 
of this mao's dying. i oh lis od 41400 
x. Now he hath his fruitleſs fruits beleaguer, him 
round his bed, together gwith- all the band ande- 
gions pf his other wäckedneſs. His own iniquities 
ſhall rakt the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be hald- 
en in the cords of his figs, Prov. 5. 22. 
2. No ſome terrible! diſcovery of God: is made 
unto him, to the perplexing and terrifying.of his 
guilty conſcience. God Hall. caſt upon, him Y 
not ſpare; and he ſhall be atraid of that which is 
high, Job 2 22009 „esl ho Na eig on © Fi 
3. The dark entry he: is to ge through, will be 


or 


n 
the way, Eocl. 12. f. yea, terrors will ta de h q 
on him, when he ſhall ſee the -yawning jaws o 
death to gape upos him, and the door of the ſha- 
dow of death open to git e him paſſage out of the 
world. ; Now who will meet me in this dark en- 
try; how ſhall I paſs tough thir dark entry into 
another world? 1 
4. For by reaſon of guilt, and a ſhaking of con- 
| D 2 | ; 


n 
ſcience, his life will hang in continual dvubt before 
him, and he ſhall be afraid day, and night, Deut. 


28 665 67. and ſhall have nd aſſurance of his life. 

Now alſo want will eome up agaiaſt him, he. 
will come up lie an armed man. © There is a ter- 
rible army to him that is graceleſs im heat and 
fruitleſs ib life. - This want will continually cry in 
thine ears, here is a new birth wanting, a new 


Heart, and a new ſpirit, wanting; here is faith, 


love and repentance, the fear of God, and a 


od converſation, wanting; thou art weigh» 
ed in the balance and art found wanting, Dan. 


5. 27. 6 e 


6. Together with tliele; ſtand by the Genn Fo 


ons'of death, death and hell, death and devils; death- > oF 


and endleſs torment in the everlaſting flames of de- 
vouring fire. When God ſhall come up unto thge 


people, he will invade them with his W Hab. 
3. 16. ark 


| ence” totters'and ſhakes' continually within him. 


2. Death is at this work, cutting of him down, | 
hewing both back and heart, both body and. ſoul | 
aſunder : the man groans; but death hears him not ; 
he looks ghaſtly, carefully, dejectedly; he ſighs, | 


he ſweats, he trembies, but death matters nothing. 

„Fearful cogitations haunt him, miſgivings; 
direful apprehenſions of God tertify him. Now he 
hath time to think what the loſs of heaven will be, 


and what the torments of hell will dez now he 5 


looks no way but he is frighted. 
4. Now would he lire, but may not; he au 
live though it were but the life of a bedrid man, 


But 16 will wbb wü diet ?/Can his heart now. 
endure, or can his hands be ſtrong? Ezek. 22. 14. 
1. God, and Chriſt, and pity have left him: ſin 
againſt light, againſt mercy, and the long ſuffering 3 
of God, is come up againſt him; his hope and con- 
fdence, now lye a dying by him, and his conſoi- - 
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may not, go out of the body it dares not. 
is going, the blood ſettles in the fleſh ; and the lungs 
being no more able to draw breath through the 
*X noſtrils, ar laſt out goes the weary trembling ſoul, 
= whois immediately ſeized by devils, who lay lurk- 
ing in every hole in the chamber for that very pur- 


% pole; his friends take care of the body, wrap it 
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up in the ſheets or coffin; but the ſoul is out of 


$5 « eee 


but muſt not. He that cuts him down, ſways him, 


their thought and reach, going down to the chame 
bers of death." 

I had thought to have enlarged, but I forbear : 
God, who teaches man to profit, bleſs this brief and 
plain diſcourſe to thy ſoul, who yet ſtandeſt a pro- 
feſſor in the land of the living, among the trees of 
his garden. Amen, 
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PEACE md UNITY, 


. Epheſ... 4. 5 Fe eee keep the wing, of the 
7 e in me bond * 3 1 


IA 


2 Eloted, religion is the pride bond of human 

8 ' ſociety; and it were well if it ſelf were kept 
- & within the bond of unity; and that it may ſo be, 
let us, according to the text, uſe our utmoſt en- 
dearours to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bong 
mY of peace. hun 91. 07 £5 
Theſe words contain a dorf aid 2 cautions 

4 the counſel is, that we - endeavour the unit of the 
| ſpirit ; the caution is, that we do it in the bond of 
peace: as if he ſhould ſay, I would have you live 
n unity, but yet 1 would have you to be careful; 
and that you do not "pars ly; with breach of 
charity; 

Let us therefiins! by) eaution'd that we Go: not 
ſo preſs after unity in practice and opinion, NETS 
break the bond of peace Aud affection · 1 

1 the banding of theſs words I ſhall obſerve 

| this an renee | 
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Firk, mal open the foals of the 1 text, 
ä | 
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Secondly, I ſhall thew wherein this unity and 
peace conſiſt. 1 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall 9 you the (ER and PEE 
of it, together with nine inconveniencies and miſ- 
chiefs that attend thoſe churches where unity and 
peace are wanting. 

Fourthly, and Tattly, I ſhall give you twelve dis 
rections and motives for the obtaining of them. 


Firſt, as touching the ſenſe of the text : when we 
are counfelled to keep the unity of the ſpirit, we 
are not to underſtand the ſpirit of God, As perſon» 
ally ſo conſidered ; becauſe the ſpirit of God in that 
ſenſe, is not capable of being divided; and ſo there 
would de no need for us to endeayour to. e 
unity of it. ; 

By the unity of the ſpirit then, we are to under- 
ſtand, that unity of mind which the ſpirit of God 
calls for, and requires chriſtians io endeavour. af- 
ter; hence it is that we are exhorted, by one ſpirit, 
with one mind, to. ſtrive together for-the faith of 
the goſpel, Phil, 1. 27. But further; the apoſtle in 
theſe words alludes to the ſtate and compoſition 
of a natural body, and thereby informs us, that the 
myſtical body of Chriſt holds. an analogy with the 
natural body of a man: as, 

I. In the natural body there muſt be a ſpirit to 
animate it, for the body without the ſpirit i is dead, 
James 2. 26. ſo it is in the myſtieal body of Chriſtz 
the apoltle no ſooner tells us of that one body, but 
he minds us of that one ſpirit, Eph, &+ 4. ;:. 

2. The body hath joiats and bands to anite all 
the parts; ſo "hath the myſtical body of | Chrilt, 
Col. 2. 19, this is that bond of peace mentioned 
in the text, as alſo in the 16th verſe of the ſame 
= chapter, OA the whole body is ſaid to be fitly 
joined together, and compacted, 1 that which 8 
very joint 3 
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3. The natural body receives counſel and nou- 
d. ; ſo doth the myſtical body 
of Chriſt, he is their counſellor, and him they muſt 
hear; hence it is that the apoſtle complained, Col. 
2. 19. of ſome that did not hold the head, from 


* 


1 which the whole body by joints and bands hath 
body cannot well fubſiſt if either 


nouriſnment. 
tue ſpirit be wounded, or the joints broken or diſ- 


* 


located; the body cannot bear a wounded or bro- 
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keen ſpirit - a broken ſpirit drieth the bones, Prov. 


1. 22. and a wounded ſpirit who can beat? Prov. 
18. 14. and on the other hand, how often have the 
disjointings of the body, and the breaking thereof, 
= een . the expiration of the ſpirit? in like 
manner it fares with the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
how do divided ſpirits break the bonds of peace, 
which are the joints of his body; and how do the 
breaking of the body and church of Chriſt wound 
the ſpirit of chriſtians, and oftentimes occaſion the 
ſpirit and life of chriſtianity to languiſh, if not to 
expire: how needful is it then that we endeavour 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
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Secondly, I now come to ſhew you wherein this 


unity and peace conſiſt, and this I ſhall demonſtrate 
in five particulars, 4 5 3 | 

1. This unity and peace may conſiſt in the ig- 
norance of many truths and in the holding of ſome 
errors ; or elſe this duty of peace and unity could 
not be practicable by any on this ſide perfection: 
but we muſt now endeavour the unity of the ſpirit, 
till. we come to the unity of the faith, and of the 


knowledge of the ſon of God, Eph. 4. 13 · becauſe 


now, as the apoſtle ſaith, we know in part, and 
we propheſy in part, and now we ſee thro' a glaſs 


darkly, 1 Cor. 13. 12. and as this is true in general, 


lo we may find it true if we deſcend to particular 
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Inſtances ; the difciples ſerm to be ignorant of that 
great truth, which they had often, and in much 
plainneſs, been taught by their maſter once and a- 

gain, viz, That this kingdom was not of this world, 
and that in the world they ſfiould fuffer, and be 
perſecuted; yet in Acts. 1. 16. we read, that they 
asked of him if he would at this time reftore the 
kingdom of Iſrael? thereby diſcovering that Chriſt's 
kingdom, as they thought, ſhould copſiſt in his tem- 
potal jurifdiction over Iſrael, which they expected 
ſhould now commence and take place among them. 
Again, our Lord tells them, that he had many things 
to ſay, and thefe were many important truths, Which 
they could not now bear, John 16. 12. and that theſe 
were important truths, appears by v. 10. It. where | 
he is diſcourſing of righteouſneſs and judgment, 
and then adds, that he had yet many things to ſay, 
Vhich they could not bear: and thereupon promiſes 
the comforter to lead them into all truth: which 
implies, that they were yet ignorant of many truths, 
and conſequently held divers errors; and yet for 
all this he prays for, and preffes them to their great 
duty of peace and unity, John. 14. 27. and 17. 
21. to this may be added that of Heb. 5.11. where | 
the author ſaith, he had many things to ſay of the. 
prieſtly office of Chriſt, which, by reaſon of their 
dulneſs, they were not capable to receive: as alſo | 
that in Acts. 10. where Peter ſeems to be ignorant 
of that truth, viz. that the goſpel was to be preach- 
ed to all nations; and, contrary thereunto, he er- 
red, in thinking it unlawful to preach amongſt the | 
Gentiles. I ſhall add two texts more, one in Acts 
1. 9. where we read that thoſe diſciples which had 
been diſciplined and baptiz'd by John, were yet 
ignorant of the Holy Ghoſt, and knew not, as the 
text tells us, whether there were any Holy Ghoſt 
or no, tho' John did teach conſtantly, that he that 
ſhould come after him, ſhould baptize with the 
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Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, From hence we may 
eaſily and plainly infer, that Chriſtians may be 1g- 
norant of many truths, by reaſon of weak and dull 
capacities, and other ſuch like impediments; even 
while thoſe truths are with much plainnefs deliver · 
ed to them. Again, we read, Heb. 5. 13. of ſome 
that were unſkilful in the word of righteouſneſs, 
who nevertheleſs ate called babes in Chriſt, and 
with whom unity and peace are to be inviolably kept 


2. As this unity and peace may conſiſt in the ig- 
norance of many truths, and in the holding of ſome 
errors, ſo it mult conſilt with, and it cannot conlſiſt 
without, the believing and practifing thoſe things 
which are neceſſary to ſalvation and church com- 
munion ; and they are, ſirſt, believing that Chrilt 
the Son of God gied for the fins of men. Secondly, 
That whoever believeth, ought to be baptized: 
the third thing effeftial to this communion, is an 
holy and blameleſs converſation. BS” 
Firſt, That believing that the ſon of God died 
for the fins of men, is neceſſary to ſalvation, I prove 
by thoſe texts which tells us, that he that doth 
not believe ſhall be damned, Mark 16. 16. John 3. 

36. Rom. 10. 19. | . 
That it is alſo neceſſary to church - communion, 
appears from Matth. 16. 16, 17. 18. Peter hav- 
ing confeſt that Chriſt was the ſon of the living 
God, Chriſt thereupon aſſures him, that upon this 
rock, viz. this profeſſion of faith, or this Chriſt 
which Peter had confeſſed, he would build his 
church, and the gates of hell ſhould not prevail a- 
gaiaſt it. And, 1 Cor. 3. 11. the apoſtle having told 
the Corinthians they were God's building, preſent- 
ly adds, that they could not be built upon any 
oundation but that which was laid which was 
Jeſus Chriſt. All which proves, that Chriſtian ſo - 
ciety. is founded upon the profeſſion of Chriſt. And 
8 D 6 | 
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not only ſcripture, but the laws of right reaſon 
dictate this, that ſome rules and orders mult be ob- 
ſerved for the founding of all ſociety, which muſt 
be conſented to by all that will be of it; hence it 
comes to paſs, that to own. Chriſt as the Lord and 
head of chriſtians, is eſſential to the founding of 
chriſtian ſociety, | 1 "0 

Secondly, The ſcriptures have declared that this. 
faith gives the profeſſors of it a right to baptiſm, as 
in the caſe of the Eunuch, Acts. 8. when he de- 
manded why he might not be baptized ? Philip an- 
ſwers, that if he believed with all his heart he 
might: the Eunuch thereupon confeſſing Chriſt, 
was baptiz'd. | 

Now that baptiſm is eſſential to church · commugi- 
on, I prove from 1 Cor. 12. where weſhall find the 
apoſtle labouring to prevent an evil uſe that might be. 
made of ſpiritual gifts, as thereby to be puft up; and 
to think that ſuch as wanted them, were not of the 
body, or to be eſteemed members: he thereupon. 
reſolves, that whoever did confeſs Chriſt, and own 
him for his head, did it by the ſpirit, verſe 23. 
and not only becauſe they have by the guidance 
and direction of the ſame ſpirit been baptized, verſe 
13. For by one ſpirit we are all baptized: into one 
body, &c. I need not go about to confute that no- 
tion that ſome of late have had of this text, viz. © 
That the baptiſm here ſpoken of, is tbe baptiſm of 
the ſpirit, becauſe you have not awned and declar- 


ed that notion as your judgment, but on the con- 


trary. All of you that I have converſed with, have 
declared it to be underſtood of baptiſm with water, 
dy the direction of the ſpirit; if ſo, then it follows, 
that men and women are declared members of 
Chriſt's body by baptiſm, and cannot be by ſcrip- 
ture reputed and eſteem'd ſa without it; which furs 
ther appears from Rom. 6. 5. where men by bap- 
tilm are ſaid to be planted into the likenefs of his 
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death ; and Col. 2. 12. we are ſaid to be buried 
"X with him by baptiſm : All which, together with 
the conſeat of all chriſtians, ſome few in theſe late 


times excepted, do prove that baptiſm is neceſſary 


* to the initatiog perſons into the church of Chriſt. 


_ Thirdly, Holineſs of life is eſſential to church- 


"Z communion, becauſe it ſeems to be the reaſon why 
= Chriſt founded a church in the world, viz. That 
men might thereby be watched over, and kept from 
falling; that if any be overtaken with a fault, he 
that is ſpiritual might reſtore him: that by this 
means men and women might be perſerved with- 
out blame to the coming of Chriſt ;- And the grace 
of God teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and world- 


ly luſts, and to live ſoberly and uprightly in this 


preſent evil world, Tit. 2. 1x, 12. And let every 


one that names the name of the Lord depart from 
iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. And James tells us, ſpeak - 
ing of the chriſtian religion, that pure religion, and 
undefiled before God, is to viſit the fatherleſs and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep ourſelves un- 
ſpotted from the world, James 1. 27. from all 
which, together with many more texts that might 
be produced, it appears, that an unholy and pro- 
fane life is inconſiſtent with chriſtian religion and 
ſociety ; and that holineſs is eſſential to. ſalvation 
and church-communion : ſo that theſe three things, 
faith, baptiſm and a holy life, as I ſaid before, all 
churches muſt agree and unite in, as thoſe things, 
which when wanting, will deſtroy their being. And 
let not any think, that when. I ſay, believing the 
fon of God died for the fins of men, is eſſential ta 
ſalvation and church-communion, that I hereby 


would exclude all other articles of the chriſtian _ 


creed, as not neceſſary, as the belief of the reſur= 


rectioa of the dead, and eternal judgment, &c. 


which, for want of time, I omit to ſpeak particular- 
ly to, and the rather, becauſe I underſtand this great 


Ty. | 
K. 


CS] 
article of believing the Son of God died for the ſins 
of men, is comprehenſive of all others, and is that 
from whence all other articles may'eafily be infer» 
reds : 33421 a FEPY Bs FT SYRY 14414 

' And here would not be miſtaken, as tho? I held 
there wete nothing elſe for chriſtians to practiſe, 
when I ſay this is all that is requiſite to church- 
communion z for I very well koow that Chrilt re · 
quires many other things of us, after we are mem- 


Kcioufly refuſe, may be the cauſe, not only of ex- 
communication, but damnation : bur vet theſe are 
fach things as relate to the will being, and not of 
the being of churches ; as laying on ot hands in the 
primitive times upon believers, by which they did 
receive the gifts of the ſpirit ; this J ſay, was for 
the increafe and edifying of the body, and not that 
thereby they might become of the body of Chriſt, 
for that they were before. And do not think that 
believe laying on of hands was no apoſtolical in- 
ſtitution, becauſe, I fay, men are thereby made 
members of Chriſt's body, or becauſe, I fay, that it 
is not eſſential to church communion ; why ſhould ! 
be thought to be againſt a fire in the chimney, be- 
cauſe I ſay it muſt not be in the thatch of the houſe? 
conſider then how pernicious a thing it is to make 
every doctrine, tho' true, the bond of communion, 
This is that which deſtroys unity, and by this rule 
all men muſt be perfect before they can be in peace. 
For do we not fee daily that as ſoon as men come to 
a clearer underſtanding of the mind of God, to ſay 
the beſt of what they hold, that preſently all men 
are excommunicable, if not damnable, that do not 
agree with them do not ſome believe and ſee that 
to be gr and covetoufneſs, which others do not, 
becauſe, it may be, they have more narrowly and 
diligently ſearched into their duty of theſe things 
than: others have? what then; mult all men that 


bers of all his body, which, if we knowingly or ma- 
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cy 3 
have not ſo large acquaintance of their duty there- 
in, be excommunicated? indeed it were to be wiſhed 
that more moderation in apparel and ſecular con- 
ceruments were found among churches ; but God 
forbid, that if they ſhould come ſhort herein, that 
we ſhould ſay, as one lately ſaid, that he could not 
communicate wit h ſuch people, becauſe they were 
proud and ſuperfluous in their apparel. 

Let me appeal to ſuch, and demand of them if 
there was not a time ſince they believed and were 
baptized, wherein they did not believe the laying 
on of hands a duty? and did they not then believe, 
and do they not (til] believe they were members of 
the body of Chriſt ? and was there not a time when 
you did not ſo well underſtand the nature and ex- 
tent of pride and covetouſneſs as now you do? 
And did you not then believe, and do you not (till 
believe, that you were true members of Chrilt, 


tho” leſs perfect? why then ſhould you not judge 


of thoſe that differ from you herein, as you judged 
of yourſelves when yoy were as they now are ? 
how needful then is it for chriſtians to diſtinguiſh'if 
ever they would be at peace and unity, between 
thoſe truths which are eſſential to church commu- 


nion, and thoſe that are not?! 
Fourthly, unity and peace conſiſt in our making 

one ſhoulder, to practiſe and put in execution the 

things we do know: Phil. 3. 16. Nevertheleſs 


wherein we have atrained, Jet us walk by the fame 
rule, let us mind the ſame things. How fad is it to 


ſce our zeal conſume us, and our precious time, in 
things doubtful and diſputable, while we are not 
concerned, nor affected with the practiſe of thoſe 


indiſputable things we all agree in? we all know 


charity to be the great command, and yet how few 
agree to practiſe it? we all know they that labour 
in the word and doctrine, are worthy of double 

honour 3 and that God hath ordained that they 
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(10 | 
which preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel, 
theſe dutics, however others heve cavilled at them, 
I know you agree in them, and are perſwaded of 
your duty herein; but where's your zeal to prac- 
tiſe ? O how well would it be with churches, if they 
were but half as zealous for the great and plain, 
and indiſputable things, and the more cbargable 
and coſtly things of religion, as they are for things 
doubtful or leſs neceſſary, or that are no charge to 
them, and coſt nothing but the breath of conten- 
tion, tho* that may be too great a price for the 
ſmall things they purchaſe with it ? 18 

But further; do we not agree, that men that 
preach the goſpel, ſhould do it like workmen that 
needs not be aſhamed ? and yet how little is this 
conſidered by many preachers, who never conſider 
before they ſpeak, of what they fay, or whereof 
they affirm ? how few give themſelves to ſtudy, 
that they may be approved? how few meditate and 
give themſelves to theſe things, that rheir profiting 
may appear to al] ? . f 6 

For the Lord's ſake, let us unite to practiſe 
thoſe things we know; and if we would have more 
talents, let us all agree to improve thoſe we have. 

See the ſpirit was among the primitive profeſſors, 
that knowing and believing how much it concern- 
ed them in the propagating. of chriſtianity, to ſhew 
forth love to one another that ſo all might know 
them to be Chriſt's diſciples, rather than there - 
ſhould be any complainings among them, they fold 
all wrong et O how zealous were theſe to prac- 
tiſe, and/with one ſhoulder to do what was upon 
there hearts for God! I might further add, how 
often have we agreed in our judgment; and hath 
it not been upon our hearts, that this and the o- 
ther thing is good to be done, to enlighten the dark 
world, and to repair the breaches of churches, and 
to raiſe up thoſe churches that now lie a- gaſping, 


* 
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and among whom the ſoul of religion is expiring ? 
bot what do, we more than talk of them; do not 
moſt decline theſe things, when they either call 
for their purſes, or their perſons, to help in this 
and ſuch like works as theſe ? let us then, in what 
we know, unite, that we may put it in practiſe, re- 
me mhripg, that if we know theſe things, we ſhall 
be happy if we do them. be 10 125 e 
” Fifthly, This unity and peace eonſiſt in our joins 
iog and agreeing to pray for, and to preſs aſter 
fthoſe truths We do not know, The diſciples in the 
primitive times were conſcious of their imperfecti- 
ons, and therefore wun one accord continued in 
prayer and ſupplicatioas. If we were mote in the 
ſenſe. of our own-1gnorance and imperfections, we 
ſhould carry it better towards thoſe that diſſer from 
us; then we ſhould-abound more in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs and fothearance, that thereby we might 
bring others, or be brought by others, to the know - 
ledge of the trath: this would make us go ta God, 


X and ſay with Elihu, Job. 34. 32. That which we 


know not, teach thou us. Brethren, did we but 
all agree that ye erred in many things, we ſhould 
ſoon agree to ge:to God, and pray for more wiſdom 
and revelation: of his mind and will concerning us. 
But here's our miſery, that we no ſooner re- 
ceive any thing ſor truth, but we preſently aſcend 
the chair of infallibility with it, as tho in this we 
could not err: hence it is we are impatient of con- 
tradiction, and became uncharitable to thoſe that 
are not of the ſame mind; but nqw a conſciouſneſs 
that we may millake, or that if my brother ert in one 
thing, I may err in another, will-unite us in affecti - 
on, and engage us to preſs after perfection, accor · 
ding to that of the apoltle, Phil. 13. 13, 14, 15» 
brethren, I count not myſelf to have apprehended; 
but this one thing 1 do, forgetting theſe things that 
ale hehiad, and reaching forth to thoſe things which 


veal even this unto you. O then that we could but 


of us want wiſdom, as who of us does not? we 


wich it; above all things therefore have fervent 


1 
are before, I preſs towards the mafk. for the prize 


of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſas: And if 


in any thing ye be other wiſe minded, God ſhall re- 


unite and agree to go to God for one another in 
conſidenee that he will teach us; and that if any 


might ask of God, who gives to all men liberally, 
and upbraids no man. Let us, like thoſe people 
ſpoken of in-Wai. 2. ſay one to another, come, let 
us go to the Lord, for he will dener us of his __ 
_ we, will walk in his paths. 

Sixthly, This unity and peace aby coul b in 

unity of dove and affection; this is the great and 
indiſpenſible duty of all chriſtians, by this they are 
declared Chrilt's diſciples ; and hence it is that love 
is called the great commandment, the old com- 
mandment, and the new commandment, that which 
was commanded in the beginning, and will remain 
unto che end, yea; and after the end: x Cor. 13. 8. 
charity never ſails; but whether there be tongues, 
they thall.ceaſe; or whether there be knowledge, 
it ſhall vaniſh away. And verſe. 13. And now a- 
bideth faith, hope and charity ; but the greateſt of 
theſe s charity. And, Col. 3. 14. Above all thoſe 
tbings; put on chatity, Ghich is the. bond of perfect- 
neſa· Becauſe chatity is the end of the command- 
ment, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Charity, therefore, is called, 
the royal law, and has a ſuperintendency over o- 
ther laws; and, doubtleſs, is a law to which others 
muſt give place, when they come in competition 


charity among yourſelves, for charity: covereth a 
multitude: of = 1 Pet. 4. 8. let us evefore live 
in unity and ace, and the Goo of love and | peace 
will be with us. 

That you may ſo do, let me leber you, in 
che words * man, that the unity of the 


p.- 
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church, is an unify 6f love and affectibn; and not 
a bare uniformity- of practice and opinion. 


- Thirdly, Having'ſhewn wherein this unity con- 


7 Gs; f come to the third general thing propvund- 


ed; ard that is, to ſñew the fruits and benefits of 


unity and peace; togetker with the miſehie ſs and 
XX inconveniencies attending thoſe churches where u- 
= nity andipeace are wanting. A 2 30 


* 
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-" 1; Unſty and peace is à duty well pleaſing te 


we God, who is tiled the auther of peace, and not of 
= confuffon, in all the churches; Cod 's ſpirit rejoices 
gin the unity of our ſpirits. But, on the othef Hand, 


where ſtrife and diviſions are, there the ſpirit of 
God is grieved. Hence it is that the apoſtle no 
fooner forbids the Epheſians to grieve the ſpirit of 
Gad, but he preſently fubjoins as a remedy againſt 
that evil, that they put away bitterneſs and evil 
fpeaking; and be kind one to another, and tender 
hearted, ſorgiving one another, even as God, for 
Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven them, Eph. 4. 30.32. 
Adly, As unity and peace are pleaſing to God, 
anck rejoice his ſpirit, ſo they rejoice the hearts and 


| 3 fpitits- of Ced's people. ' Unity and peace bring 


heaven dowa upon earth among us. Hence it is 
the apoſile tells us, Rom. 4, x7. That the kings 


dom öf Heaven is hot meat and drink, but fighte- 


ouſneſs, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Where unity and peace are, mere is heaven upon 
earth; by this we taſte the firſt fruits of that bleſ⸗ 
fed eſtate we ſhall one day live in the fruition of; 
hen we ſhall come to the general aſſembly, and 
church of the ſirſt born, whoſe names are written 
in heaven, and to God thè judge of all, and to the 
ſpirits' of juſt men made perfect, Heb. 12. 23. 
This outward peace of the church (as a learned 
man obſerves) diſtills into peace of conſcienoe, and 
turns writings and readiags of controverſy, inte 

treatiſes of mortiſication and devotio n. 


C 14) 
And the Pfalmiſt tells us, it is net only goed, 
but pleaſant, for brethren to dwell together in u- 
nity, Pſal. 133. 1. But where unity and peace ate 
wanting, there are itorms and troubles; where 
envy and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil 
Work, James 3. 16. It is the outward peace of the 
church that increaſes eur outward joy; and the 
peace of God's houſe gives us — to eat our 
meat with gladncſs: in our o houſes, Ads 26. 2. 
3dly. The unity and peace ef the church make 
communion of ſaints deſireable. What is ir that. 
imbitters church communion, and makes it bur- 
denſome, but diviſions? Ha ye you not heard many 
complain that they are weary of church communi- 
on, becayſe of church contention? but now where 
unity and peace is, there Chriſtians long for com- 


ͤ— » lei 
David ſaith, that he was glad when they ſaid 
unto him, let us :go to the houſe of God, Pſal. 122. 
1. Why was this, but becauſe (as the third verſe 
tells us) Jeruſalem. was a city compact together, 
where the tribes went up, the tribes of the Lord, 
to give thanks to his name? And Pavid ſpeaking 
of the man that was once his friend, thereby let 
us know the benefit of peace and unity, Plal. 55. 
14. We, faith he, took ſweet counſel together, 
and walked to the houſe of God in company. 
Where unity is ſtrongeſt, communion is ſweeteſt 
and moſt defireable. Lou ſee then that peace and 
union fill the people of God with deſires after com- 
munion; but on the other hand, hear how David 
complains, Pſal. 120. 5. Wo is me, I ſojourn in 
Meſech, and that 1 dwell in the tents ot Kedar, 
The Pſalmiſt here is thought to allude to a ſort of 
men that dwelt in the deſarts of Arabia, that got 
their livings by contention; and therefore he adds, 
verſe 6. That his ſoul had long dwelt with them 
that hated peace. This was that which made him 
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| Tong 6 the courts of God, and eſteem one day in his 
houſe better than a thouſand elſe where; this made 


| 7 kis ſoul even faint: for the houſe of God, becauſe 


of the peace of it; Bleſſed are they, faith: he, ihat 
dwell in thy houſe, they will be ſtill praiſing thee, 


There is a certain note of concord. as appears, Als 


2. where we read of primitive Chriſtians; pern, 


F with one accord-praiſng Gd. 


_qthly, Where unity and peace ate, there many | 


N milehiefs and inconveniencies are prevented, which 
attend thoſe people where peace and unity are 


wanting; and of theſe many that might mne 
oned, I ſhall briefly ĩnſiſt upon theſe nine. 

1. Where unity and peace are wanting, 8 18 
much precious time ſpent to no purpoſ&; how ma- 
ny days are ſpent, and how many fruitlels journies 
made to no proſit, Where the people are not in 
peace? how often have many redeemed time (even 
in ſeed time and harveſt) when they could ſcarce 
afford it, to go to church, and, by reaſon of their 
diviſions, come home worſe than they went, repent- 
ing they have ſpent ſo much precious time to ſo 
lntle benefit ? how ſad is it to ſee men ſpend their 


precious time, in which they ſhould work out their 


ſalvation, by labouring, as in the ſire, to prove an 
uncertain and doubtful propoſition ; and to- trifle 
away their time, in which they ſhould make their 
calling and election ſure, to make ſure of an api - 
nion, which, when they have done all, are not in- 
fallibly certain whether it be true or no, becauſe 
all things neceſſary to ſalvation and church commu- 
nion are plainly laid down in ſcripture, in which we 
may be infallibly ſure of the truth of them? but 
for other things that we have no plain text for, 
but the truth of them depends upon our interpre ; 
tations, we muſt be cautioned, that we do not 
ſpend much time in impoſing them upon, ot venting 
among others, 2 we can aſſume infallibility ; 


| 1 } 
otherwiſe we ſpend time upon uncertainty. And 
whoever caſt their eyes abroad, and open their ears 
to inteiligence, ſhall both ſoe, and to their ſorrow 
hear, that many churches ſpeod moſt of their time, 
in jangling and contending about thoſe things 
which are neither eſſential to- ſalvation or church 
communion; and, which is worſe, about ſuch 
doubtfu] queſtions that they are never able to give 
an infallibſe ſolution of. But now, where unity 
and peace are, qur time is ſpent in praiſing God; 
and in thoſe great queſtions, what we ſhould do to 
be ſaved? and hom) we may be more holy and 
more humble towards God, and more charitable, 
and more ſerviceable to one another: 
2. Where unity and peace are wanting, there is 
evil ſurmiling, and evil ſpeaking to che damage asd 
diſgrace, if not to the ruiaing of one another; Gal. 
5. 14. 15 The whole law is fulſilled in one word; 
thou ſhalt Len. thy neighbour as thyfelf; but if ye 
bite and devour one another, take heed: ye be not 
conſunied one of another. No ſooner is the bond 
of charity broken, which is: as a wall about Chri · 
ſtians, but ſoon they begin to make havock and 
ſpoil of one another; then there is raifing-evil re · 
ports, and taking up evil reports againſt each other: 
hence it is that whiſpering and backbiting proceeds, 
and going from houſe to houſe to blaze on the 
faults and infirmities of others: hence it is that we 
watch for tlie haltings of one another, and do in- 
wardly rejoice at the miſcarriages of others, ſay- 
ing in our hearts, ah, ah, ſo we would have it, 
But now. where unity * peace are, there is cha- 
rity; and where charity is, we are willing to hide 
the faults and cover the nakedneſs, of our brethren; 
harity thinketh-no-evil, Cor 1. 13. 5. And theres 
force it cannot ſurmiſe, neither will it ſpeak evil. 
3. Where unity and peace are wanting, there 
can be no gteat matters enterpriſed, we cannot do 
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woch for God, hor much for one àndther- When 
be devil would hinder the bringing ta paſs of godd 
J nations and churches, he dividos their ö 


rhat he may divide their hands. When Jarob had 
were brethren, he threatens them with the conſe- 
quent of it; Gen. 9. 7. I will divide them in Ja- 
cob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. The devil is. not 
"Ro learn that maxim he hath taught the Machia- 


lians of the world, divide & imperu, diuide and 


Hercupon it is ſaid of her, verſe 101. that ſſie is ter- 
ribleas an army with banners. What cap ædiuided 
at my do, or à diſcorded army, that have loſt their 
banners, or ſor fear ot :fhame, thrown them away? 
Ia like manner, whatican Chriſtiahs do fon & xiſt 
and the emlarꝑing this: dominions in thet world, in 
briaging men from darkneſs to light, while them 


ſelves are divided ànd diſordered ? Peace is to 
Cbriſtians, as great tivers are to ſome cities, which! 


(beſides other benefits and commodities) ure matu- 
ral fortifications, by fraſon whereof thofe plabes are 
made impregnable; but when, by the ſubtility of ag 
adverſary, ot the folly of the citizens, theſe Wa- 
ters come to be divided into little petty rivulets, 
ho ſoon are they aſſailed and taken? Thus it fares 
vith churches, when once the devil; or their oon 
folly, divides them, they will be ſo far from reſi- 
ning of him; that they will be ſoon ſubjected by 
W 91 : : 1 11 nf ; ; 
Peace is to churches as walls to cities; nay, u- 
nity hath defended cities that had no walls; It was 
once demanded of Ageſilaus, why Lacedæmon had 
no walls? He anſwers, (pointing back to the city) 
chat the concord of the citizens was the ſtrength 


4 : 4 EOS. | 
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and (as one well obſerves) he divitdles their heads; 
prapbeſied of the eruelty of Simeon andiibaniz who! 


Hence the ſpouſe in the Canticles is faid to be but 
one, and the only one of her mother, Cant 6.9. 


1 
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better than twenty, for the ſame reaſon; becauſe | 
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ofche city. In like manner, Chriſtians are ſtrong 
when united; then they are more capable to reſiſt Wl 
temptation, and- to ſuccour ſuch as ate tempted 
when unity and peace is among the churches, then Bl 
are they like a walled. town: and when peace is 
ee e wall, ſalvation will be her 8 x 
WAIK 3 On 1:34 - - 

Plutarch tells us of: one Silurus rhe: had ok ” 
Grin whom he calls to him as he lay on his death 7 
bed, and gave them a ſheaf of arrows, thereby to 
ſignify, that if they lived io unity, they might do 
much, but if they divided, they would come to no- 
thing. If Chriſtians were all of one piece, it they 
were but all one lump, or but one ſheaf or bundle, 
how great are the things they might do for Chriſt 
and his people in the world, whereas, otherwiſe, 
they can do little but diane and offend him. 

It is reported of the leviathan, that his ſtrength i 
is in his ſcales; Job 41. 15, 16, 17. His ſcales are 
his pride, ſhut up together as with a cloſe ſeal ; - by 
one is ſo near to another, that no air can come be- | 3 
tween chem; they join together, they ſtick toge- 
ther, they cannot be ſundred. If the church of 
God were united like the ſcales of the leviathan, 1 
it would not be every brain ſick notion, nor angr7 
ſpeculation, that would cauſe their ſeparation. | 

Solomon faith, two are better than one, becauſe | 
if ode fall, the other may raiſe bim; then ſurely | 
twenty are better than two, and an hundred are F 


they are more capable to help one another. If 
ever Chriſtians would do any thing: to raiſe vp 
the fallen tabernacle of Jacob, and to ſtrengthen | 
the weak and. comfort the ſeeble, and to fetch | in. 
back thoſe that have K ne it mult be by 
unty. HIT 

We road of ek Ar Babel, Gen. 11. 6. The 
Lord ſaith, behold, the people are one, &c, And 


have imagined to [(o. 

We learn by reaſon what great things may be 
done in worldly atchievements where unity is; and 
F ſhall not reaſon (aſſiſted with the motives of reli- 
gion) teach us that unity among Chriſtians may en- 
able them to enterprize greater things for Chriſt? 
Would not this make ſatan fall from heaven like 
lightning? For as unity built literal Babel, it is u- 
gnnity that muſt pull down myſtical Babel. And on 


{ fuſion ; by this means a Babel hath. been built in 
man, and I wiſh 1 could not fay truly, that there 


cry out, moſt againſt it. If we would have a hand 
among another. 5 Th 
* . Our Engliſh hiſtories tells us, that, after Auſtin' 


| 


| the monk had beca ſome time in England, he 


ans, which he convened to a place, which Camb - 
den in his Britannia, calls Auſtin's Oak: here they 
met to conſult about matters of religion; but ſuch 
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ſpirit, that our ſtories tells us, that ſynod was fa- 
mous for this, that they only met and did nothing, 


- - xo 44 
PP 
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this and that thing, but did nothing. 
4. Where unity and peace are wanting, there 
the weak are wounded, and the wicked are hard- 
ned: unity may well be campared to precious oil, 
Plal. 133. 2. It is the nature of oil to heal that 
which is wounded, and to ſoften that which is hard. 
Thoſe that have hardned themſelves againſt God 
| E 1 


now nothing will be reſtrained from them that they 


> the other hand, where diviſions are, there is con-. 
every age. It hath been obſerved by a learned 
is moſt of Babel and confuſion; among thoſe that 


to deſtroy Babylon, let's have a heart to unite one 
heard of ſome of the remains of the Britiſh Chriſti- 


was their diviſion, by reaſon of Auſtin's impoſing. 


This is the miſchief of diviſions, they hinder the 
doing of much good; and if Chriſtians that are di- 
vided, be ever famous for any thing, it will be, 
that they have often met together, and talked, of 


4 | | i 20 * | | 

"1 =o 
da bis people, when they ſhall behold unity and 
5 peace among them, will ſay, God is in them indeed, 
And, on the other hand, are they not ready to ſay, 
when they ſee vou divided, That the devil is in 
wo, that you cannot agree? „ 
F. Diviſions and want of peace, kei p rhoſe ont of 
— 09 the church that would come in, and cauſe many t. 


many to 
3 HET Ids 


o out that are in. VVV 

The diyiſions among Chriſtians (as a learned man 
obſerves) are a ſcandal to the Jews, an opprobri '* 
um to the Gentiles, and an inlet to atheiſm and in- 
fidelity. Inſomuch that our controverſies about re- 
gion (eſpecially as they have been of late mana- 

ed) have made religion itſelf become a controver- 

O then; how good and pleaſant a thing is it 
0 r brethren to dwell together in unity! The peace 
and unity among the primitive Chriſtians, drew, o- 
thers to them; what hinders the converſion of the 
Jews, but the diviſions of Chriſtians? Mult I be a 
Uhriſſian, ſays the Jew? what Chriſtian mult 1 be? 
what ſect muſt 1 be of? The Jew (as one notes) 
olofling upon that text in Iſai, 11. 6. where it is 
opheſied, that the lion and the lamb ſhall lye 
down together, and that there ſhall be none left 
to hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy mountain; and 
interpreting theſe ſayings to ſignify the concord and 
peace that ſhall be among the people that own the 
Mefliah, do hence conclude, that the Meſſiah is not 
yet come, becauſe of the contentions and diviſions 
that are among thoſe” that profeſs him. And the 
apoſtle ſaith, 1 Cor. 14. 23. That if an unbeliever 
ſhbuld ſee their diforders, he would ſay they were 
mad; but where unity and peace are, there the 
churches are multiplied, We read, Acts 9. that 
when the'churches had reſt, they multiplied; and 
Acts 2. 46, 47. when the church was ſerving God | 9 
with one accord, the Lord added to them daily 


ſach as would be ſaved. 
N 


ns unity that briogs. men into the church, and 
JF diviſions that bring them out. It. is reported of an 
Indian paſſing, by the houſe, of a Chriſtian, and 
WW hearing them contending, being deſired to turn ins 
be refuſed, ſaying, Habamack dwells there, mean - 
© jog that the deyil dwelt there 3, bar where uginrand 
peace are, there God is; and he that dwells in lone, 
= dwells in God. The apollle tells the Coriathians, 
that if they walked orderly, even the Abs 
would 1 be enforced to come and.worlhup, 
and ſay, God was in them indeed. And we read, 
Zech. 8 23. of a time when ten men ſhall take 
hnold of a Jew, and ſay, we will go with you, for 
woe have heard that God is with you. f 


9 &: 1 119 1432 £45858 = a 2 * 0 a 4 
Aud hence it is that Chrilt prays, John 17. 27» 


chat his diſciples might be one, as the Father and 
bie were one, that the world might believe the fa- 
ter ſcat him; as if he ſhould ſay, you may preach 
we 4s long as you ail, and to little purpole, if you 
are not at peace and unity among yourſelves. Such 
Vos the unity of Chriſtians. in 3 that 


they had many bodies, yet they had hut one ſoul- 
And we read the ſame of them, Ads 4. 32. that 
the multitude of them that LY were of one 
heart and one ſoul, _ * 
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the intelligent heathen would ſay of them, that tho 
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uncharitableneſs, divif 10ns and ſtrife, wrath and. en- 
vy, animoſities and contentions, were but the marks 
of true Chriſtians, Diogenes need never light his 
lamp at noon to find out ſuch among us; but if 2 
ſpirit of meekneſs, gentleneſs and condeſcenſion, 
a ſtooping to the weakneſſes and infirmities of one. 
another, a purſuit after peace, when it flies froni 
us, be the indifpenſible duties, and characteriſtical "IF 
notes of Chriſtians, it may poſſibly prove a difficult 
"Inqueſt to find out ſuch, for all the crowds. of thoſe : 1 
; that ſhelter themſelves under that glorious name. 
It is the unity and peace of churches that bring 1 1 
ö Po in to them, and make Chriſtianity amiable. & 
What is propheſied of the church of the Jews, may, 4 
in this caſe, be applied to the Gentile church, Iſai. 
66. 12. That when once God extends peace to 
her like a river, the Gentiles ſhall come in like a 1 
flowing ſtream; then, and not till then, the glory 
of the” Lord ſhall ariſe upon his churches, and his | 
glory ſhall be ſeen among them; then ſnall their | 
Hearts fear and be enlarged, becauſe the abundance 
of the nations ſhall be converted to them. . 
6. As want of unity and peace keeps thoſe out of 5 
the church that would come in, ſo it hinders the 1 
growth of thoſe that are in. Jars and diviſions, * 
- wranglings and prejudices, eat out the growth, if 
not the life of religion. Theſe are thoſe waters 
of Marah, that imbitter our ſpi pirits, and quench we 
ſpirit of God. Unity and peace are ſaid to be like 
- the dew of Hermon, and as a dew that deſcended | 
upon Sion, where the Lord commanded his bleſſing, E 
Pfſal. 133. 3. | 
Diviſions run teligion 4 in igto briars and thorns, 
_ contentions and parties. Diviſions are to churches, 
like wars in countries; where war is, the e 0 
lieth waſte and ontilled; none takes care of it, It 
is love that edifieth, but diviſion pulleth down; di! 
Vviſions are as > the north caſt wind to the fi gits, 
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= which cauſes them to dwindle away to nothing ; 


7 ſpeak the truth in love; and then no marvel they 
grow not up to him in all things, which is the 
WW bead. % e oe 31 pork On 
© It is a fad preſage of an approaching famine, (as 
done well obſerves) not of bread nor water, but of 
hearing of the word of God, when the thin cars of 
corn devour the plump full ones; when the lean 


» VF 


kine devour the fat ones; when our controverſies 


eat up our zeal for the more indiſputable and prac- 
tical things in religion: which may give us cauſe 
do fear, that this will be our character, by which 
our age will be known to polterity, that it was the 
» age. that talked of religion moſt and loved it the 
+ leailt, | e 08 T6 Hows 
Look upon thoſe churches where peace is, and 
= there you ſhall find proſperity: when the churches 
= had reſt, they were not; only multiplied; but walk- 
t of ing in the fear of the Lord, and the comforts of 
== the Holy Ghoſt, they were editied ; it is when the 
"ns, whole body is knit together, as with joints and: 


, if bands, that they increaſe with the increaſe of 


ters | God. 23 GE 24410) EAST Uns OM IDA 
the Weare at a ſtand ſometimes, why there is ſo 
like / linle grewih among churches, why men hade been 
ded W {o;lang.in'lcarning;;.and are yet ſo far ſtom attaibing 
ling, the knowledge of the truth: ſome have given one 
reaſon and ſome another; fome ſay pride is the. 
orns, cafe; and others ſay eorctoulneſy;iis .the cauſe: 1 
ches, will J could gay theſę were no-cautes;! but I obs; 


ound ſerve, that when God emred hin conttoverfy witho 


It bis people of old, he mainly infifled upob ſome one 
; di! ie, as. idolatt , add ſliedding ĩnodcent blood, &c as 


191ts, i comprehenſwe--of the reit not but, they re 
F gul ty of other ſins, but thoſe that were the molt ca- 
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but when the ſtorms are over, every thing begins 
to grow. When men are divided, they feldom 


about doubtful things, and things of leſs moment, 
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pital are particularly inſiſted on. In like mamer, 
whoever would but take a review of churches that 
live in contentions and diviſions, may eaſily find 
that breach of unity and charity is their capital fin, 
and the occaſion of all other fins; no marvel then 
that the ſcripture ſaith, the whole law is fulfilled in 
love ; and if fo, then where love is wantiog, it fol- 
lows, the whole law is broken. It is where love 
grows cold, that fin abounds z and therefore the 
want of unity and peace is the cauſe of that lean» 
neſs and barrenneſs that is among us; it is true in 
ſpirituals as well as os gn that pane havin, 


plenty. 


7. Where unity and peace are wanting, our 
prayers are hindered; the promiſe is, that what 
we ſhall agree to aſſe, thall be given us of our hea - 
venly Father. No marvel we pray and pray, and 
yet are not anſwered; it is beeauſe we are not a- 
158 what to have. 

It is reported that the people in Aae Wb, 
coming to make fupplications to their idol god, 
ſome of them aſked for rain, and others of them 
aſked for fair weather; the oracle returns them 
this anſwer, that they ſhould go firſt and agree a- 
mong themſelves. Would a heathen god refuſe to 
anſwer ſuch prayers, in which the ſupplieants were 
not agreed; and ſhall we think the true ou will W 
anſwer them iet (yon long: DAL, 5.1 = 

We ſec then that divifions kinder o ut prayers, 


and lays a prohibition on ous ſacrifice ; If thou bring 


thy gift to the altar, ſaith Chriſt, and there re- 
member that thy brother hath" ought againſt thee, 
leave thy gift, and go and firſt be reconeiled to tliy 


brother, and: then come and offer it. So that want 


of unity and charity hinders evew ue patticylar 
prayers and devorions. "to Oo 5 
This hindered the preyets- vad fabtings of the 


2 of _ _"_ finding acceptance, : ai,” 58. 3. 
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The people aſk the reaſon whereſore they faſted, 


1 aud God did not ſee nor take notice of them? He 


gives this reaſon, becauſe they faſted for ſtrife and 


4 debate, and hid their face from their own fleſh. 
Again, Hai. 59. the Lerd ſaith, his hand was not 
ſhortaed, that he could not ſave ; nor his ear hea- 


vy, that he could not hear; bur their ſins had ſe- 
parated between their God and them. And among 
© thoſe many fins they ftood chargeable with, this 
© was none of the leaſt, viz. that the way of peace 


they had not known, You ſee where peace was 
> wanting, prayers were hindred, both under the Old 
and New Teſtament. 2 


Fhe ſacrifice of the people, in Iſai. 65. that ſaid, 
ſtand further off, I am holier than thou, was a 
{moke in the noſtrils of the Lord. On the other 
hand, we read how acceptable thoſe prayers were 
that were made with one accord, Acts 4. 24. with 
31. they prayed with one accord, and they were 
all of one heart, and of one ſoul ; and fee the be- 
nefit of it, they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and ſpoke the word with all boldneſs; which was 
the very thing they prayed for, as appears, verſe 

20. and the apoltle exhorts the huſband to dwelk 
with his wife, that their prayers might not be hin- 


peace; either in families or chur 
of-palyur te 26 £59 en? & raw 5 

8. It is a diſhonour and diſparagement to Chriſt,” 
that his family ſhould be divided. When aa army 
falls into mutiny and diviſion, it reflects diſparage>* 
ment on him that has the cohduct of it; in likes 


ches, is an hindrance, 
L363 5 4&5 $ n e 
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to the heads, and thoſe that goveri!' them. And 

if ſo, then how greatly do we 'diſhonout our Lord” 
and goverbor, he gave his body to Be broken, 
to keep his church from breaking, who prayed for 
their peace and unity, aud left peace at his depars 
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dred, I Pet. 3. 7. We ſee then want of unity and 


manner, the diviſions of families are diſhendut 


Bi, 


tog for them for a le, 24Cy, even a peace which the | 
world could not beſtow upon them? | 
9. Where there are peace and unity, there is 4 
ſympathy with each other; that which is the want 
of one, will be the want of all; who is afflicted, 
ſays the apoſtle, and 1 burn not? We ſhould then 
remember, them that are in bonds, as bound with 
them; and them which ſuffer adverſity, as being 
ourſelves alſo in the body, Heb. 13. 3. But (here 
the body is broken, or men are not reckoned or e- 
ſeemed of the body, no marvel we ate fo little af- 
feed with ſuch as are afflited) where diviſions 
are, that which is joy of the one, is the grief of 
another; but where unity, peace and chartty a- 
bound, there we thall find Chriſtians mourning with 
them. that 1 mourn, and rejoicing with them that re- 
joice; then they will not envy the proſperity of 
others, nor ſecretly rejoice at the miſerics or miſ- 
Ns es of any. WM 
1 2 1 ſhall give fourteen directioos and mo- 


he, cace of arches! is vi the apoſile prays 
95 in, Dh ye his. epillles; ; ia which his deſire. is, that 
grace 'abd peace. maybe multiplied and nereaſed 
MM n 

hey (bj woulLendearoe the peace: of the 
cl 1 5 16s, Mult bejeareful, who they commit the. 
care an abet 21 e (or 
ver 8 bee Fo pals N ei 2 — 
in all Chriſtians) they that rule. of 
Mould be To of 8 ſel ind underftanding. 
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Where an ignorant miniſtry is, commonly is an ig- 


norant people, according as it was of old, like 


5 prieſts, like people. 


How fad is it to ſee the church of God commit- 
ted to the care of ſuch that pretend to be teachers 


of others, yet underſtand not what they ſay, or 
W hereof they affirm? No marvel the peace. of 
"#7 *churches is broken, when their watch-men want 
ill to preſerve their unity, which of all things is 
as the church's wall; when they are divided, no 

27 wonder they crumble to atoms, if there is no ſkil- ' 
ful phyſician to heal them. It is ſad when there is 


no balm in Gilead, and when there is no phyſician 
there. Hence it is, that the wounds of churches 
become incurable, like the wounds of God's peo- 
ple of old, cither not healed at all, or elſe but ſlight- 
ly, and to no purpoſe. May it not be ſaid of many 
churches at this day, as God ſaid of the church of 
Iſracl, that he ſought for a man among them that 
ſhould ſtand in the gape, and make up the breach, 
but he found nane ? | „„ 

Remember what was ſaid of old, Mal. 2. 7. The 
prieſt's lips ſhould preſerve knowledge; and the 
people ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth: but when 
this is wanting, the people will (tumble and depart 
from God and one another. Therefore God com- 


plains, Hof. 4. 6. that his people were deſtroyed for 


want of knowledge; that is, for want of knowing 
guides; for if the light in them, that teach, be dark» 


neſs, how great is that darkneſs? and if the blind 


lead the blind, no marvel both fall into the ditch, 
How many be there that take upon them to teach 


others, that had need be taught the beginning of 
religion; that inſtead of multiplying knowledge, 


multiply wards without knowledge; and inſtead of 
making known God's counſel, darken counſel by 
words without knowledge ? ſome do more than 
darken counſel, for they wieſt the counſel of God;, 
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ed and unſtable wrelt, as they do alſo the other 


they ought. 


from being ſhattered and ſcattered with every wind 


Gf you deſign the unity and peace of the churches) 


be wiſdom to bear with ſome, ſo there muſt be cou- 


(28 P, 
2 Bet. 3. 16. In Paul's epiſtles are ſome things 
Hard to be underſtood, which they that are unlearn- 


Leriptures, to their own deſtruction. Some things 
in ſcripture. ate hard to be known, and they are 
made harder by ſuch ualcarned teachers, as utter 
their own notions by words without knowledge. 
None, are more bold to take upon them to ex; 
pound the dark mylteries and fa iogs of 2. pro- 
phets and revelations, and the 755 of the R omans, My 
which I belieye contains Tome of thoſe many things "3 
which in Paul's epiltle, Peter faith, were hard to 
be underſtood; 1 ſay, none are more forward to dig 
in theſe mites, than thoſe that can hardly give a 
ſound reaſon for the firlt principles of religion ; 
and ſuch as are ignorant of many more weighty 
things, that are ealily to be Teen in the face and 
ſuperſicies of the ſcripture, Nothing will ſerve 
theſe but ſwimmiog i in the deeps, when they have 
not yet learned to wade thro' the ſhallows of the 
ſcriptufes; like the Gnoſticks of old, who thought Ml 
they knew all things, tho' they knew nothing as 
And as thoſe Gnoſticks did of old, 
o do ſuch teachers of late, break the unity and 
peace of churches, - How needful then is it, that, 
if we deſire the peace of churches, we chuſe our 
men of knowledge, who may be able to keep them 


of doctrine; and who may be able to convince and 
ſtop the mouths of gain- ſayers? 


3. Lou muſt not only chuſe men of counſel; but 
men of courage to govern them: for as there mult 


rage to correct others: as ſome mult be inſtructed 
meckly, ſo others rebuk'd ſharply, that they may 

e ſound in the faith; there mul be wiſdom to re- 
buke ſome with long ſuffering, and @urage to ſup- 
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WE preſs and ſtop the mouths of others. The apoſtle, 
tells Titus of fome whoſe mouths mult be ſtopped, 
Wor elſe they would ſubvert whole houſes, Tit. 1. 
WT x 1. where this courage has been wanting, not only 
whole houſes, but whole churches have been ſub- 


verted. And Paul tells the Galatians, that when 


he ſaw ſome endeavour to bring the churches into 
bondage, that he did not give place to them no 
pot for an hour, &c Gal. 2. 5. If this courſe had 
been taken by the rulers of churches, their peace 
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pad not been ſo often invaded by unruly and vain 


ialkers. jy | 
4. In chuſing men to rule, if you would endea- 
vour to keep Ti unity of the ſpirit, and the bond 
Pf peace thereby, be careful you chuſe mea of 
peaceable diſpoſitions, That which has much an- 
royed the peace of churches, has been the froward 
aud perverſe ſpirits of the rulers thereof, Solomon 
rherefore adviſes, that with a furious man we ſhould; 
Wy ot go, leſt we learn his ways, and get a ſnare to 
our ſouls, Prov. 22. 24, 25. And with the froward 
e learn frowardneſs, How do ſome men's words 
eat like a canker; who, inſtead of lifting up their 
voice like a trumpet, to ſound a parley for peace, 
have rather ſounded an alarm to war and conten- 
tion? if we would live in peace, let us reyerence 
their feet that bring the glad tidings of it. O how 
have ſome made it their buſineſs to preach conten - 
lions, and 1 5 entertaining of every noval opinion 
e 


to preach ſeparation !' how has God's word been 
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W gument to tear churches ? have not our ears heard 
cheſe texts, that ſay, come out from among them, 
aod be ſeparate, &c. And withdraw from every 
brother that walks diſorderly? 1 ſay, have we not 


heard theſe texts, that were written to prevent 
diſorder, brought to countenance the greateſt diſ- 


order in the church of God, even ſchiſm and divis 
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ſtreiched and torn, to furniſh theſe men with ar- 
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ion? whereas one of theſe exhortations was writ- 
ten to the church of Corinth, to ſeparate themſelves. 
from the idols temple and table, which many of 
them lived in the participation of, notwithſtanding 
their profeſſion of the true God; as appears, 2 Cor. 
6. 16, 17. compared with 1 Cor. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 10. 
14, 20, 22. and not for ſome members, who ſhall 
make themſelves both judges and parties to ſepa · 
rate, when, and as often as they pleaſe, from the 
whole congregation and church of God where they 
ſtood related; for, by the ſame rule, and on the 
fame ground, may others ſtart ſome new queſtions 
among theſe new ſeparatiſts, and become judges. 
of the communicableneſs of them, and thereupon 
make another ſeparation from theſe, till at laſt two 
be not left to walk together. And for that other 
text, mentioned 2 Theſſ. 3. 9 where Paul exhorts 
the church of Theſſalonica to withdraw themſelves 
from every brother that walks diſorderly ; i won- 
der that any ſhould bring it to juſtify their ſepara- 
tion, or withdrawing from the communion. of a true 
| (tho? a diſorderly) church. For, 1. Conſider that 
this was not writ for a few members to withdraw 
from the church, but for the church to withdraw 
from diſorderly members, 2. conſider that if any 
offended member, on pretence of error either in 
doctrine or practice, ſhoald, by this text, become 
judges (as well as parties) of the grounds and law- 
fulneſs of their ſeparation, then it would follow, 
that half a ſcore notorious hereticks, or ſcandalous 
livers (when they have walked ſo as they foreſee 
the church are ready to deal. with, and withdraw 
from, them) {hall anticipate the church, and pre- 
tend ſome what againſt it, of which themſelves | 
mult be judges, and ſo withdraw from it, pretend- 
ing either hereſy. or diſorder ; and then condemn 
the church, to prevent the diſgrace of being con- 
demned by it. How needful then is it, that men 
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| of peaceble diſpoſitions, and not of factions and di- 
1 leſt it be leavened and ſowred by them ? 


"4 rule the church, ſo we muſt conſider that there 
are many things darkly laid down in ſeripture; 


burthen, and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt, in as much 


we have made in the ſcriptures, as it is ſaid of the 
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Parable at all. How ſhould the conſideration of this 


* 
viding ſpirits, be choſen to rule the church of God, 


5. As there muſt be care uſed in chuſing men to 


this will temper our ſpirits and make us live in 
peace and unity the more firmly in things wherein 
we agree; this will help us to bear one another's 


as all things neceſſary to ſalvation and church · com- 
munion are plain in ſcripture. And where things 
are more darkly laid down, we ſhould 'conſider that 
God intended hereby to ſtir up our diligence, that 
we might increaſe our knowledge, and not our di- 
viſions : for it may. be faid of all diſcoveries of truth 


globe or the earth, that tho' men have made great 
ſearches, and thereupon great diſcoveries, yet there 
is (till a terra incognita, an unknown land; fo there 
is in the ſcriptures; for after men have tra- 
velled over them, one age after another, yer {till 
there is a terra incognita, an unknown tract, to put 
us upon farther ſearch and enquiry, and keep us 
from cenſuring and falling out with thoſe who have 
not yet made the fame diſcoveries: ſo that we may 
ſay with David, when we reflect on our ſhort ap- 
prehenſions of the mind of God, we have ſeen'an 
end of all perfections, but God's commands are ex+ 
ceeding broad; and (as one obſerves, ſpeaking of 
the ſcriptures) that there is a path in them leading 
to the mind of God, that lies far from the thoughts 
and apprehenſions of men. And, on the other hand, 
in many other places. God ſits, as it were, on the 
ſuperficies, and the face of the letter, where he 
that runs may diſcern him ſpeaking plainly, and no 
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wed 


induce us to a peaceable deportment towards thoſe 


6. If we wonld endeavour peace and unity, we 
muſt conſider how God has tempered the body, 
that ſo the comely parts ſhould not ſeparate from 
the uncomely, as having no need of them; 1 Cor. 
12. 12. 25. There are in Chriſt's body an 


houſe, ſome members and veſſels leſs honourable, 


2 Tim. 2. 20. and therefore we ſhould not, as 
ſome now - days, pour the more abundant diſgrace, 


inſtead of putting the more abundant honour upon 


them; did we but conſider this, we ſhould be co- 
vering the weakneſs, and hiding the miſcarriages of 
one another, becauſe we are all members of one 
another, and the moſt uſeleſs member in its place 
ue... 1 ae. 

7. If we would live in peace, let us remember 
our relations to God, as children to a father, and 
to each other as brethren, Will not the thoughts 
that we have one father quiet us, and the thoughts 
that we are brethren unite us? it was this made 
Abraham propoſe terms of peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 
let there be no {trife between us. for we ate bre- 
theren;And we read of Moſes (Acts 7. 26,)uling this 
argument, to reconciie thoſc that ltrove together, 
and to ſet them at one again, Sirs, ye are brethren, 


' why do ye wrong one another? A deep ſenſe of 


this, that we are brethren, would Keep us from 
dividing. 3 5 V 
8. If we would preſerve peace, let us mind the 
gifts, graces, and virtues that arg in each other; 
let theſe be more in our eye than their fai 
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their failings and 
imperfections. When the apolile exhorted the 
Philippians to peace, as a means hereunto, that ſo the 
peace of God might rule in their hearts, he tells 
them, Chap. 4. 8. That, if there were any virtue 
or any praiſe, they ſhould think of theſe things 
While we are always expoling the faults of one 


(33 5) > | 
another, and ſpreading their infirmities, no marvel 
"we are fo little in peace and charity; for as charity 
covers 2 multitude of fins; fo malice covers a mul- 


WF ridue of virtues, and makes us deal by one avother, 


as the heathen perſecutors dealt with chriſtians, 
vin. put them in bear-ſkins, that they might more 
| eaſily become a prey to the dogs deſigned to de- 
vour them. 5 „ 
9. If we would keep unity and peace, let us lay 
aſide provoking and dividing language, and forgive 
thoſe that uſe it. Remember that old ſaying, 
evil words corrupt good manners. When men think 
to carry all afore them, with ſpeaking uncharitably 
and diſgracefully of their brethren, or their opi- 
nions; may not ſuch be anſwered, as Job anſwered 
En Sends viſthnts, Chap. 6. 25. how forcible 
are right words? but what do your arguings re- 
prove ? how healing are words fitly ſpoken ? a 
word in ſeaſon, how good is it? if we. would ſeek 
peace, let us clothe all our treaties for peace with 
acceptable words ; and where one word may better 
do than another, let that be uſed to expreſs per- 
ſons or-things by; and let us not, as ſome do, call 
the different practices of our brethren, yill-worſhip, 
and their different opinions, doctrines of devils, 
and the doctrine of Balaam, who taught fornicati- 
on, &c, unleſs we can plainly and expreſly prove it 
ſo. Such language as this has ſtrangely divided 
our ſpirits, and hardened our hearts one towards 
a eee 
10 If we would live in peace, let us make the 
beſt conſtruction of one another's words and actions 
Charity judges the beſt, and it thinks no evil. 
If words and actions may be well conſtrued, let us 
never put an ill conſtruction upon them: how much 
has the peace of chriſtians been broken by uncha- 
ritable interpreting words and actions? as ſome lay 


to che charge of others, what they nevet ſaid, fo, 


* 


= 0 
by ſtraining men's words, others lay to their charge 
ar ne never about, ii 
11. Be willing to hear, and obey thoſe that God, 
by his providence, has ſet over you; this is a great 
means to preſerve the unity and peace of churches; 


teachers, no wonder if they run into contenti- 
ons and parties, and ſay, they are not free to hear 
thoſe whom the church thinks fit to ſpeak to them, 
This is the firſt ſtep to ſchiſm, and is often atten- 
ded with a ſinful ſeparation, * 
12. If you world keep the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace, be mindful, that the God whom 
you ſerve is a God of peace, and your ſaviour is a 
prince of peace; that his ways are pleaſantnefs, 
and all his paths are peace; that Chriſt was ſent to 
give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet in the way 
of peace. N . 

13. Conſider the oneneſs of ſpirit among the e- 
nemies of religion; though they differ about other 
things, yet they all agree to perſecute and extir- 
pate religion out of the earth; the devils in the 
air, in the earth, in hell, and in the world, do all 
make one at this turn. Shall the devil's kingdom 
be united, and Chriſt's be divided? Shall the de · 
vils join to drive on the deſign of damning men, 
and Chriſtians not unite to carry on the great de- 
ſign of ſaving of them? Shall the papiſts agree to 
carry on their intereſt, notwithſtanding the multi- 
tudes of orders, degrees and differences among 
them? And ſhall not thoſe that call themſelves 
Reformed Churches, unite to carry on the com- 
mon intereſt of Chriſt in the world, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome petty and diſputable differences among 
them? Quarrels about religion, (as one obſerves) 
were fins not named among the Gentiles What 


but when men (nay ſometimes women) ſhall uſufp FP 
authority, and think themſelves wiſer than their 
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a ſhame is it then for Chriſtians to abound in thems 
eſpecially conſidering the nature of the Chriſtian 
religion, and what large proviſions the/aythor. of 
it has made to keep its profeſſors in peace? Inſo- 
much that it is next to a miracle, that ever any 
(eſpecially the profeſſors of it) ſhould fall out a» 
bout it. e „ 
14. Conſider and remember, that the judge 
ſtands at the door; let this moderate our ſpirits, 

that the Lord is at hand. What a ſad account 

will they have to make when he comes that ſhall 
be found to ſmite their fellow ſervants, and to- 
make the way to his kingdom narrower than ever 
he made it? Let me eloſe all in the words of St. 

Paul, 2 Cor. 13. 17. Finally, brethren, farewell, 
be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall 
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) Eader, 4 K to > advertiſe thee) that 

L have delivered this to thy hand, in the ſame 
"des and method in which it was preached, and, 
- almoſt, in the ſame words, without any diminiſh- 
ings, or conſiderable. enlargings, unleſs it be in the 
* + fourteen laſt particulars; upon ſome of which I 
have made ſome enlargements, which 1 could not 
. then do for want of time; but the ſubſtance of e- 
N 22 one of them was then laid down in, the ſame 
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Particular order as here thou haſt them. And now 

have done, I doubt not (to uſe the words of a 
5 man on the like occaſion) it will fare with 
me, as it doth commonly with him that parts a 
fray ; both parties may perhaps drive, at me for 
wiſhing them no worſe than peace: my ambition 
wi! of the public tranquillity of the church of God, 
I᷑ hope, will carry me through theſe. hazards ; 
let both beat me, ſo their quarrels ceaſe, 1 ſhall 


rejoice in the blows and ſcars I ſaall take for the 
church's Tajerys 
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